

























































































THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDIN 


: ap CONGRESS, lst Session. 


1} 
.» eompensation and mileage of the members of the || 
oe oy Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- | 

seof the Assembly, $30,000. | 


' Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 


Means rec 


nf 
ment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


geyenty-seventh amendment: | 


page thirty-six, line eight hundred and seventy-six, in | 
s propriation for the contingent expenses of the Terri- 
te " New Mexico, strike out ‘* $1,000,” and insert in lieu 
-“ of, “including the compensation of the person em- 
on ‘py the Governor as a translator, $1,500;”’ so as to 
pe - 
rake the clause read: ; ‘ ; 
e For contingent expenses of said Territory, including the 
sepsation of the person employed by the Governor as 
5 rranstator, 21,500. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 
vir. STANTON, of Kentucky. I propose an | 
amendment to that clause, by adding at the end | 
of it the following: 
And the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall 
sy to William Carr Lane, out of the contingent fund 


Saal mileage and per diem to the day when the coutest 
for the seat as a Delegate from the Territory of New Mexi- 
eo was decided. 

Mr. LETCHER. Isthat amendment in order? | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It is irrelevant. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
point of order well taken, and rules the amend- | 
ment out of order. 

Mr. STANTON. There is certainly a law 
authorizing the appointment of a Delegate from 
that Territory to this Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not debatable. 

TheC HAIRMAN. TheChairrules the amend- 

ment outof order, upon the ground that it is not 
germane to the Senate amendment. 
* Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. If the gentle- 
mao from Kentueky will look forward to line 
eight huadred and eighty-nine, he will see where 
his amendment will be germane. 

The question waa then taken on the Senate 
amendment, and it was concucred in. 





The question is 


Seventy-eighth amend ment: 

Pagethirty-six, line eight nundred and eighty-one, among 
the appropriations for the Territory of New Mexico, insert, 
“including the compensation of the person employed by 
the Governor te revise and correct the laws of New Mex- 
ico, and the expense of printing the same,’’ so as to make 
the clause read : 

Por compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, cierks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, including the compensation of the 
person employed by the Governor to revise and correct the 
laws of New Mexico, and the expense of printing the same, 
£20,000. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Waysand Means recommend a concurrence. 
The amendment was concurred in. 


Seventy-ninth amendment: 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for the 
preservation of the archives of the Territory from May 5th 
to September 9th, 1852, $420. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend an agreement to 
the amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Eightieth amendment: 

For the payment of Richard H. Weightman for mileage 
and per diem compensation for the second session, Thirty- 
First Congress, as an agent claiming to be a Senator elect 
from New Mexico, $2,460. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in that amendment. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I propose to 
amend that amendment by adding at the end the 
following: 


And the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall pay 
to William Carr Lane, out of the contingent fund thereot, 
mileage and per diem to the day when the contest fora 
Seat as Delegate from the said Territory of New Mexico 
was decided. 

_ Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit a ques- 
tion of order in reference to this amendment. It 
is not in order, because there is no law authoriz- 
ing the appropriation. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that 
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ommend a concurrence in that amend- || 


| ent section? 


| upon the appeal. 


| it will then be in order to object to the amendment || 


LS 


| is, ** Shall the decision of the Chair remain as 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1854. | 


the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
is not in order, upon the ground that it is not 
germane to the section under consideration, and 
for the further reason, that there is no provision 
of law authorizing it. [tis true that the amend- 
ment provides fur a claim similar to that set up | 
for Mr. Weightman; but there is no connection || 
whatever between the two cases, and none can be || 
made to exist legitimately. 
Mr. STANTON. lL ask the Chair whether, if 
this section inserted by the Senate be rejected, it 
will then be in order to offer mine as an independ- 


The CHAIRMAN. It will not. 
Mr. SrANTON. Then | must appeal from || 


the decision of the Chair; and I ask for tellers 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerr, and 
Ex.iorr, of Kentucky, were appointed. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I ask the Chair to state 
the question, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has ruled-the || 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky not || 
to be in order, upon the ground, among others, 
that it is not germane to the amendment of the || 
Senate under consideration. That is a sufficient || 
reason for his decision, and the question, therefore, 


Oo. ee of the committee ?”’ 
Mr. MILLSON. If the committee should re- 
verse the decision of the Chair, I desire to ask if || 
for another reason than that now stated ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Should the committee re- || 
verse the decision of the Chair, he will then rule | 
the amendment to be in order. 

Mr. MILLSON. Then I desire to state another 
reason why the amendment is nut in order. 

Mr. KERR. I object. 

Mr. MILLSON. Have I not the right to state 
reasons why the amendment is not in order? 


The CHAIRMAN. One question of order is | 


already pending, and it is not in order to raise || 
an other while that is pending. 
Mr. MILLSON. 
tional reasons why the amendment is not in order. | 
[Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order !’’] 
Mr. MILLSON. 1 ask the Chair if it is com- 


petent for the Senate to vote upon a proposition || 


to pay money out of the contingent fund of this 
House. 
Mr. HUNT. 


The gentleman from Virginia is out of order. He | 


is making an argument. I] 
The question was then taken on the appeal; and || 


the decision of the Chair was sustained; the tell- 
ers having reported—ayes 73, noes 51. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 
amendment: 

That the widow of Samuel R. Thurston, late Delegate | 
from Oregon, be allowed the difference between the mileage | 
her late husband received as such Delegate, and that al- 
lowed the present Delegate. . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the Chair if 
that amendment is in order? 
TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair rules the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Oregon out of 
order, upon the same ground that he ruled the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky out 

of order. 


Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a || 


non-concurrence in the eightieth amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. | move to strike 
out the name of ‘* Roger H. Weightman,” and 
insert in lieu thereof ‘* William Carr Lane;’’ and 
also to strike outthe word ‘‘ Senator,”’ and insert | 
in lieu thereof the word ‘ Delegate.”’ 
The CHAIRMAN. The same objection would | 
apply to the amendment offered by the gentleman | 
from Kentucky, as to the amendments that have 
been already offered and ruled outof order. The 


| 


| 
| 
| 


I rise to a question of order. || 


I offer the following } 
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stitute the name of William Carr Lane in the 
place of that of Roger H. Weightman; but, ac- 


| cording to the decision of the Chair, the amend- 
| Ment cannot be made. 


The question was taken; and the amendment 


of the Senate was non-concurred in. 


Eighty-first amendment: 


Strike out in the nine hundred and thirty fifth and nine 
hundred and thirty-sixth lines “310,500,” and insert in lieu 
thereof $11,500 ;”° it being hereby provided that the re- 


| spective salaries of the Governor and superintendent of 


ludian affairs be increased to $2,000 per annum; so as to 


make the clause read as follows : 


For salaries of Governor, superintendent of Indian af- 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $11,500; it being hereby 


provided that the respective salaries of the Governor and 
superintendent of Indian affairs be increased to $2,000 per 


| annum. 


Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a 
non-concurrence in the amendment. 
: , 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
Eighty-second amendment: 


To reimburse the fund appropriated to defray the pay 
and mileage of members of the Legislative Assembly and 


| the contingent expensed thereof, the amount fraudulently 


taken from said fund by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve 
Charles H. Mason, Secretary of said Territory, from his 
liability therefor, #2,000, 


Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a 


| concurrence in that amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 


Eighty-third amendment: 


For compensation and expenses of commission to frame 
a code of laws for the Territory, $2,500, 


Mr. JONES. The committee recommend a 


non-concurrence in the amendment. 


The amendment was non-concurred in. 

The committee here rose informally; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message in 
writing was received from the President of the 
United States, by Sinner Wessrer, Esq., his 
Private Secretary. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 
Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills reported as correctly enrolled the following 


at I desire to state addi- || bills and joint resolutions; which thereupon re- 


ceived the signature of the Speaker: 

Joint resolution for the relief of John A. Bryant; 

An act for the relief of William G. Smith; 

An act for the settlement of the claims of W. 
| P. Buckner and Pierce Crosby, passed midship- 
| men in the United States Navy; 
| An act to revive the act approved March 3, 
1823, and the act approved May 26, 1824, supple- 
| mental thereto, in reference to the Rio Hondo 
claims to land in Louisiana; 
| Joint resulution giving one hundred and sixty 
acres of land to Francis M. Gwyn, of Indiana; 

An act for the relief of William Darby; 

An act for the relief cf A. G. Penn; 

An act to provide compensation for the services 
of George N. Corell, in adjusting titles to land in 
| Michigan; 
| An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; 
| An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; 
| An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; 
| An act for the relief of Captain Charles G. 
| Merchant; 

An act for the relief of Phineas M. Nightingale, 
| administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel 
| Greene, deceased; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; 

An act for the relief of William Brown; 

An act for the relief of Jonas P. Levy and José 
Maria Jerrero; 

An act for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone; 

An act for the relief of Levi Pierce and Andrew 
Hodge, jr.; 

An act for the relief of the heirs and represent- 
atives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; 

An,gct for the relief of Jean Baptiste Beau- 


proposition is to make a complete change of the || bien; 


existing text. 

Mr. ANTON. 
which the Chairman draws. The amendment I 
offer is to pay a Delegate sent by the people of 


New Mexico to this Congress. I propose to sub- |! 


|| An act for the purchase of the copyright of a 
IT cannot see the distinction || 


work published by Thomas H. Sumner, wherein 
| he describes his new method of ascertaining a ship’s 
position at sea; 

An act for the relief of Dr. 8S. R. Addison, 


re 
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passed assistant surgeon in the United States |, If they pass laws incurring liabilities without first | 


Navy; 
A ; act for the relief of Henry La Reintree; and 
An act to authorize the payment of invalid pen- 
sions to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White 
and others. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 ask the unani- 


THE C 


mous consent of the House to take from the | 


Speaker's table the message which has just been 
received from the President of the United States, 
in order that it may be referred and printed. 
The SPEAKER. 
House that the message should be presented 7 
[Cries of ** Yes!” ** Yes!’’} 


ls it the pleasure of the | 


rhe SPEAKER accordingly laid before the | 


House a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, in answer to a resolution of the House 
of Representatives of the 28th instant, requesting 
information in regard to the destruction of San 
Juan del Norte, inclosing therewith reports from 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of the 
Navy, with accompanying documents. 

Mr. BAYLY. 1 move that the message and 
accompanying papers be referred to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and be printed 

No objection being made, it was so ordered. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Is it proper to move that 
the papers be read now. 

[Cries of ** Read !”’ ** Read !’"] 


Mr. WHEELER. I call for the reading of | 


the papers. 

The SPEAKER. The cal! for the reading 
comes too late, the papers having already been 
referred. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. It has never been 
customary to read the documents accompanying 
a message, and it has never been done. 

Mr. WHEELER, It istime it was done then. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I do not insist upon it. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL——-AGAIN. 

The committee then resumed its session, and 
proceeded with the consideration of Senate amend- 
ment number eighty-three, in reference to com- 
pensation for codifying the laws of the Territory 
of Washington. 


Mr. LANCASTER. TheLegislative Assembly 


of the Territory of Washington convened in the | 


latter part of the month of February, and im- 
mediately appointed a commission for the codi- 
fication of its laws. They appointed the chief 
justice of the Territory, one of the associate jus- 
tices, and one of the late justices of the Territory 
of Oregon, as such commission. 





| 


of these commissioners a code of laws, and a | 


full code, as 1 understand from my correspondents, 
was drawn up, and the time of the sitting of the 
legislative body was very much diminished by the 
aid of the labors of that commission. ‘They have 
verformed their duties as commissioners, and the 
| antehatios Assembly has adjourned; and it was 
supposed, from the course pursued by Congress 


in such cases, that they were entitled to compensa- | 


tion for their services. 


I believe it will be admit- | 


ted that in almost every Territory of the United | 


States, commissioners have been appointed to aid 


the Legislature in drafting the laws, and they have | 


been paid in every case where they have been so 
appointed, Acting upon such precedents, the 
Senate placed this amendment in the bill, 


I believe 1 have set forth all the facts connected | 


with the case; that they were appointed by the 
Legislature; that they sat as a board of commis- 
sioners; that they drafted a code of laws and sub- 


mitted it to the Legislature; that the code was || 
adopted; and that thereupon the Legislature ad- | 


journed, Theamount placed in this bill is intended 
for the payment of those commissioners. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, obtained the floor. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. If the gentleman will 
allow me, I desire to propose an amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I wish first to speak in opposi- 
tion to the amendmentalready pending. I cannot 
see the necessity of codifying the laws of the Ter- 
ritory of Washington so early after its organiza- 
tion. 
should be done, it would have been right fo? them 
to have obtained an appropriation before they 
directed the service to be performed, 


But if it were necessary and proper that it || 


! 


By the labors |, 


| ata certain salary to perform certain duties, and 





' It ig not | 
right that we should recognize the acts of a Ter- | 


ritorial Legislature, which creates liabilities upon |, 


the Treasury of the United States, when those 
acts are passed without the authority of Congress. 


| 


| does seem to me that we should not object to the 
| Legislature employing the best legal minds within 
| their reach for this purpose. 





obtaining that authority, they should look to their | 
own people, and raise the amount necessary by 
taxation. 

Sir, this is setting a bad precedent. It will be, 
a very bad practice if followed out. The Terri- | 
torial Legislatures will then become appropriating 
powers, as well as the Congress of the United 
States, out of the national Treasury. The whole 
thing, | think, is wrong, Even if it were neces- 
sary to have this service performed, they should | 
not have directed it to be done until Congress had | 
made an appropriation to defray the expenses. | 
The Committee of Ways and Means recommend | 
a non-concurrence in the amendment. 

Mr, LANCASTER. I will not detain the com- 
mittee but a moment. 

The CHAIRMAN, There is no proposition | 
before the committee that is debatable. 

Mr. LANCASTER. | move to increase the 
appropriation to $3,000. 

Mr. Chairman, | cannot see the difference of | 
principle between Congress appropriating a cer- | 
tain sum of money beforehand and commissioners | 
acting after the appropriation is made, and the | 
principle of their acting before that appropriation | 
is made, if they acted properly and like honest | 
men. ‘This, sir, is the most remote Territory be- | 
longing to this Government. It is, for the most | 
part, a wilderness. But, sir, it was organized by | 
the direction of Congress; and when that organi- | 
zation took place, it became necessary for that || 
legislative body to enact lawa for the purpose of || 
giving validity to the business of the Territory; 
and it also became necessary for them to call in | 
the aid of the most able men in the Territury to | 
frame a code of laws. The Legislative Assembly i 
accordingly employed the best talent that the Ter- || 
ritory afforded, and the best that could then be | 
obtained, and a code of laws was framed. Yet | 
now the objection is raised that they acted before 
an appropriation was made. 

Sir, in Oregon a board of commissioners was | 
appointed for the same purpose; and the same || 
thing has been done, I believe, in several, if not 
all, of the other Territories, for the purpose of 
framing a proper code of laws for the government 
of the Territory. 

But the gentleman from Tennessee complains 
that this board of commissioners acted before au- 
thority was given them by Congress. Sir, it was || 
necessary that these laws should be enacted at 
once, and it was necessary that they should be 
framed into a proper code. These commissioners 
performed that duty, and now ask as compensa- 
tion for their labors, $2,500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will ask the gen- 
tleman if the judges of the Territory were ap- || 
pointed to perform this service? 

Mr. LANCASTER. I will tell the gentleman 
who they were. ChiefJustice Lander, of Wash- 


| 





ashington Territory, and ex-Judge Strong, of 
Oregon. These were the three persons who con- 
stituted that commission. 

Mr. JONES. I suppose they had nothing else 
to do? || 

Mr. LANCASTER, This was not any part | 


of their duties as judges. They were appointed 


they were not bound to perform others without 
extra compensation. 

Mr. PECKHAM,. Dol understand the gen- 
tleman to say that these commissioners were then 
officers of the Government? 

Mr. LANCASTER. They were then sitting 
as judges. 

1 will say now, in conclusion, not desiring || 





further to consume the valuable time of the com- | 


mittee, that the Territory was without laws, and it || 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I suppose that 


| there was a Legislature then to make laws. 


| 
Mr. LANCASTER. Theappointment of this || 
| 


commission for the purpose, was the cause of 
the saving of a great deal of time and money. 


PAGE EEPRAL PLOPE 
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; duly 31, 


Senate’s amendment by substitutj 
following: . ue MOO: itty 


That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
settie and pay the commission to frame a 
for the Territory of Washington, at the same 
as has been allowed a similar board in Oregon. 

Mr. Chairman, if the Senate amendment 
adopted, | desire that the amendment which Ih e 
just offered may be madetoit. {tis the just = 
ciple for the payment of these commissioners...) 
I presume that the gentleman from Washingn: 
will not object to it. ton 

Now, I will state why I offered the amend 
ment. The Territory o Washington, by og 
provided that the commissioners for the fremin, 
of its code of law should be paid ten dollars 
day. We did not ask that amount for the hes 
missioners who framed the code for Or@on, W. 
only asked half that price. | think that we had 
better not discriminate between these Territories 
They lay side by side. If the committee at 4) 
provide for the payment of these commissioners 
let them be paid as those for Oregon were, at fiy, 
dollars per day. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was then put on the amendment 
of the Senate, as amended; and, on a diy 
there were—ayes sixty 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 
Alabama, and Parker, were appointed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means have recommended a nop. 


authorizeg tn 
eode of laws 
FALE per diem 


sion, 





| concurrence in the Senate amendment. 


The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes seventy-one; noes not counted. 

So. the Senate amendment, as amended, was 
concurred in. 

Eighty-fourth amendment: 


For the completion of the geological reconnoissance of 
the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed examin- 
ations in the coal and mineral regions thereof, $10,000, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 


| recommend a non-concurrence in the amendment, 


Mr. LANCASTER. I move to increase the 
amount $100. Some time ago, I do not recollect 
how long since, geologists were appointed to make 
a geological survey of the Pacific coast. Their 
field of labor was in Oregon Territory. The di- 
vision of the Territory of Oregon leaves the Ter- 
ritory of Washington without a geological survey, 


|and there has not been an extended geological 
| reconnoisance upon the coast itself. The Pacific 


coast is supposed to contain an immense amount 
of coal.. Phe coal now necessary to supply the 
United States marine is taken to that part of the 
country from the East. It is highly desirable that 
these coal fields, which are supposed to lie upon 


| the coast, should be examined by geologists, and 


this amendment of the Senate makes an appropri 


’ é ider, of \ | ation of $10,000 to carry out that object. 
| ington Territory, one of the associate justices of || 


It appears to me highly important and neces- 


sary that the Government should make this sur- 


vey, and open the veins of these coal-fields for the 
use of our steam marine. We ought not to seek 
our coal-fields in Japan, in China, and other coun- 
tries of the East. It is expected by this appro- 
priation to develop and bring out the resources of 


these fields. How much is expected to be attained 
_ by this examination I am not able to say, but the 
| discovery of coal-beds alone, is sufficient of itself 
| to warrant the eae contained in the 


amendment of the Senate. 1 hope the appropria- 
tion may be granted, and that geologists may £0 
to that wilderness country, make an examination 
of that coast, and show to the world, if there is 
any truth in the statements which have been cir- 
culated, that there is an abundance of coal upon 
that coast. Let the survey and examination be 
made by officers of the Government, in whose 
statements the country will place implicit reliance. 
I hope the committee will agree to the amendment 
of the Senate, and grant us this appropriation for 


| making that survey. Geological surveys are, by 


no means, of recent date, or of unusual occurrence. 
Several of the States have made them, as they had 
the power to do so, by acts of their own legisla- 
tion. Such surveys have been made in some of 


The Legislature, to accomplish the same purpose, || the Territories, and is it unreasonable, situated 98 


would have been compelled to remain long in ses- |) 
sion, and at a very heavy expense. {| 


Mr. LANCASTER, by unanimous consent, 
withdrew his amendment. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. 


we are, that we should ask for an examination of 
the Pacific coast to be made at the expense of this 
Government, in order to ascertain whether we cat- 


| not come in competition with foreigners in supply- 
I move to amend the |) ing our own marine with coal? 



























































































1854. 


Mr. LA 
Territory 
F - of the 
ervey hat 
Territorie! 
9 the terr 
without tl 
at propria 
carry it ¢ 
geologist 
ernment ” 
exploratic 
incurred t 
at the Is 
r ymmitte 
Washing’ 
jaw to pa 
tracted, a 
will comy 
The oper 
were in w 
gpoke of 
golicitatte 
man all t 
this work 
Washing 
appropri 
promptly 
said It W 
Now, L¢ 
go far as 
are conc 
Territor’ 
one cent 
what Ih 
| would 
plete it. 
the last ¢ 
would b 
ation of 
made & | 
Pacific ¢ 
of histor 
Mr. | 
from Or 
ing ino 
gentlem 
] move 
The ! 
tion is { 
from W 
Mr. | 
consent 
Ther 
withdrs 
Mr. 
amend 
dollar. 
everyb 
ceives | 
ties to | 
ity. fF 
perfect 
travage 
traordi 
cannot 
duty, ' 
upon, 
Depar 
perfec 
amour 
gon, [ 
was ( 
geolos 
Territ 
lowa, 
and u 
ticulal 
holdit 
of the 
States 
impel 
ntory 
into t 
on, \ 
geolo 
in do 
Trea 
from 
M 
Virg 
an ay 
ditio 
pros 


































































































1854. 


vr. LANE. The gentleman from Washington 
r.ritory (Mr. LancasTER] has called the atten- 
ry the committee to the fact that a geological 
wey had been commenced on the Pacific, in the 
srr vories of Washington and Oregon, or rather 
ve territory which was all at that time Oregon, 
vot the authority of law, and without an 
veropriation having been previously made to 
vy it on. | will explain how that wae. A 
car, iat in the service of the United States Gov- 
es was ordered in that direction. He made 


ernment 
e rred by him amounted to the sum of $72,000. 
r the last session of Congress—I desire the 
symmittee to recollect—that gentleman was in 
Washington. He said, ‘‘if you can procure a 
aw to pay the amount of the debt already con- 
acted, and give me a certain further amount, I 
will complete the whole survey of that country.” 
The operations which he was then carrying on 
were in what is now Washington Territory. He 
cooke of the extensive coal beds there; and at his 
solicitation 1 said to the House, ** Give the gentle- 
man all that he asks now. He has commenced 
‘hig work, and has discovered a field of coal in 
Washington Territory; and by making this 
sopropriation he will complete it.’? Congress 
oromptly gave him the amount required; and he 
said it was sufficient—amply sufficient for him. 
Now, [am willing to say to the committee, that 
so far as the labors of this gentleman in Oregon 
are concerned, there is not a gentleman in that 
Territory who believes that the survey was worth 
one cent to the country. If I had known then 


| would not have asked an appropriation to com- 
olete it. But, at all events, this gentleman, during 
the last Congress, received all that he himself said 
would be necessary to make a thorough examin- 
ation of Washington Territory. He certainly 
made a reconnoissance of the coal beds on the 
Pacific coast. I only mention this that the truth 
of history may be made known. 

Mr. SMITH, of aaa 


from Oregon was not, as | understood him, speak- 


ing in opposition to the amendment offered by the | 


gentleman from Washington, (Mr. Lancasrer.} 
I move to amend by striking out 





The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The ques- | 
tion is first on the amendment of the gentlemen | 


from Washington Territory. 
Mr. LANCASTER. I propose, by unanimous 
consent, to withdraw it. 


There being no objection, the amendment was | 


withdrawn. 


Mr. SMITH. 


dollar. 
everybody connected with this Government con- 
ceives that he has a perfect right to incur liabili- 
ties to any amount without permission or author- 
ity. Here we are going on in this way, with a 
perfect looseness, and a general tendency to ex- 


travagance which is bringing us into a most ex- | 


‘mordinary condition of things. The truth is we 


cannot employ an officer to perform a certain’ 


duty, we cannot give him a specific direction to act 
upon, nor can he get instructions from any of the 
Departments, that he does not believe himself at 


perfect liberty to incur liabilities to almost any | 


amount. If l understood the gentleman from Ore- 
gon, (Mr. Lane,] he himself says that this officer 


was detailed by the Government here to make | 
geological surveys and explorations out in that | 
Territory. He was detailed 7 the geologist of | 


lowa, to go into Oregon and make an exploration, 


and under that authority to carry out some par-— 


cular prescribed duty. He went on at large, 
holding himself at liberty to charge the Treasury 
of the United States at will. Many of the old 


States of this Union have not yet felt themselves | 
impelled to make a geological survey of their ter- | 
ntory, but the Territories which have just come | 


into being, just received an existence, have gone 


on, without authority of law, and entered into | 


geological examinations of their Territory, and 
in doing so, have undertaken to charge the public 
re Now, sir, 1 put it to the gentleman 
rom Oregon if he thinks this thing is right? 

Mr. LANE. I will say to the gentleman from 

irginia, that last year I did ask Congress to make 
di &ppropriation to cover the expense, and an ad- 
‘tonal appropriation was granted b Congress to 
prosecute the survey to completion. The surveyor 


The gentleman | 


I now move to amend the | 
amendment, by reducing the appropriation to one | 
It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


said that the appropriation which was then made 
would be all that he should want, and that it would 
complete the reconnoissance which he wanted to 
make of the Pacific coast. 

Mr. SMITH. That being the case, and he 
having then obtained all that was necessary at that 


| time, it is perfectly evident that he did not care at 


lorations for some time, and the expenses | 


all for the limitation placed upon him by our action 
in Congress, and he goes on and increases the ex- 
penses at his mere pleasure. 

Now, I am disposed to be liberal towards the 
Territories; but they are setting up for themselves 
too rapidly, and are becoming regardless of the 
obligations which we recognize; and we are told 
by a gentleman, in whom we ought to have more 
confidence, that the survey of Oregon was not 
worth a baubee, and we are asked to appropriate 
$10,000 for perfecting the survey in Washington. 
He asks, what is the appropriation of $10,000 for 
a survey, compared with the benefits we shall de- 
rive from it? I consider it but an attempt to keep 
certain gentlemen on pay. That is the whole 
secret of the matter. 

In California a man goes out to prospect—that 
is, to hunt for gold; and he does it at his own 
expense; and if he finds a mine, he makes his 
pile. But these Territories get the Government to 
prospect for them; and if they find aspot of wealth, 


| they enjoy the benefits of that success. 


I think this amendment ought not to prevail. 
Mr. LANCASTER. I wish to correct the 
gentleman’s misconception. I do not know what 


| ground the gentleman from Oregon [Mr. Lane} 


try. | has for saying that the geological survey of Ore- 
what | have known since in respect to this survey, || 


gon Territory is useless. I know nothing of it; 


| but I do know that this surveyor has reported ex- 


tensive fields of coal existing upon the coast of 
Washington Territory. The Legislature of that 


'| Territory memorialized Congress to continue that 


| survey, and to appropriate $10,000, not to go 








through the survey of the whole Territory, but to 
test it. This memorial came from the Legislative 
body, and | submitted it to the departments at 
Washington. It was a fair, open-handed, manly 
transaction, as far as the Delegate from Washing- 
ton is concerned; a fair, open proposition for ex- 

loring the coal fields known to exist upon the 
Washington coast, and brought to light by the 


eologists in the employ of the Government of the || 


nited States. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would ask the 
gentleman if this appropriation is intended to test 
these coal fields, or have they been already tested ? 

Mr. LANCASTER. We have information 
from the geologist that they exist. We wish to 
know whether they do exist. We desire that an 
appropriation of $10,000 shall be made to accom- 
plish that object. Our Territorial Legislature has 
recommended it. The Department has recom- 
mended it. The Senate has voted the appropria- 
tion into this bill; and I, as the Delegate of the 
Territory, urge it upon this floor. 

Sir, it is very difficult to believe the statements 
that are made in reference to this remote Territory 
by those who have visited it. People believe the 
facts are misrepresented. Although reports were 
made by officers of the Government, under oath, 
you would still not believe half that can be told 
of that Territory. You would not comprehend 
its timber, its fertile soil, its mineral wealth, its 


| inland seas, its resources, which no one can ap- 


preciate who has not seen the Territory, nor caleu- 
late the value their development will prove tothe 
country. Its mineral lands will sapply your 
steam marine with coal, instead of bringing it 
thousands of miles, as you now do. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SMITH, by unanimous consent, withdrew 
his amendment. 

The question then recurred upon the amendment 
of the Serate. 

Mr. C/. RPENTER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The amendment was then non-concurred in. 


Eighty-fifth amendment: 


For the erection of. public buildings in the Territories of | 


Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each of 
said Territories ; and so much of the act for the organization 
of said Territories as located the seat of government of Kan- 
sas at Fort Leavenworth, is hereby repealed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend a non-concurrence 
in that amendment. 
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Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have an 
amendment which | desire to propose to that 
amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to offera few remarks 
upon the Senate amendment itself, if the gentle- 
man from Kentucky will allow me. 

The CHAIRMAN. No debate is in order, 
unless the gentleman proposes an amendmeat. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I move to increase the 
appropriation to $30,000 

‘he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky has the floor to offer an amendment 

Mr. STANTON. My amendment will be 
soon disposed of.. 1 move toadd the following to 
the Senate amendment: 


Provided, That Thomas Johnson shall be allowed and 
paid out of the said fund appropriated for Kansas, mileage 


and per diem according to the usual rate, for the present 
session of Congress, he having been elected, under author 
ity of the provisional government of Nebraska, as a Dele- 
gate from said Territory to Congress. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I submit that there was no such 
Territory at the ume this gentleman was elected. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair thinks the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. STANTON. The case is precisely the 
same as that of California. Senators and Repre- 
sentatives were elected from California when 
it was not a State, precisely as this Delegate was 
elected from Nebraska when it, was not a Terri- 
tory. 

The CHAIRMAN. This gentleman has never 


been recognized as a Delegate by the House. 


Mr. PHELPS. I move to increase the appro- 
priation to $35,000. 

Mr. Chairman, | have offered this amendment 
for the purpose of calling the attention of the com- 


mittee to the necessity for passing the amendment 
which has been adopted by the Senate. You have 
organized the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, 
and provided for the election of their respective 
Legislatures; but you have failed to make pro- 
| vision for a building in which the Nebraska Le- 
| gislature is to hold its sessions. No place what- 
ever is provided for that Legislature. In the bill 
you did make provision for the Territory of Kan- 
sas by providing that the seat of government 
| should be at Fort Leavenworth, But even when 
that Legislature convenes at Fort Leavenworth, 
there is no building there which it may occupy. 
That is & military reservation, and the Secretary 
of War declares that there is no building there 
| which he can, consistently with the public interest, 
| spare for the purposes of the Legislature. | would 
refer to the letter addressed by the Secretary of 
| War to the Governor of Kansas Territory. 
| [am of opinion that provision should be now 
made for temporary buildings for the use of the 
Legislatures, and that we should wait until the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature shall provide by law the per- 
| manent seats of governmentin the Territories. I 
will be willing to accept a less amount than that 
contained in the amendment; but if temporary 
buildings were to be erected, there need not, and I 
presume there will not, be the whole of this money 
| expended. 

Now, I would ask gentlemen whether they will 
have the Legislatures convened out of doors? 
Where, then, will they convene? They will be 
in session during the ensuing winter. I do not 
know what time the Governors may be enabled 

| to have the enumeration made, as provided in the 
act for the organization of the two Territories. I 
do not know at what time the Governors of Ne- 
braska and Kansas may direct the election for the 
members of the Legislature to be held; nor do I 
know where they may, by proclamation, determ- 
‘ine the meeting of the Pisistasares. The pre- 
sumption is, that all these things will take place as 
soon as possible; for, at this moment, the people 
of the ‘ferritories have no municipal jaw for their 
government. No courts of justice are established, 
| and there is no provision for the prosecution and 
punishment of crime which may be committed 
within their limits—not even for the prosecution 
and punishment of crimes committed against the 
laws of the United States. Prior to the organiza- 
tion of these two Territories, the Indian countries 
| lying west of Missouri and Arkansas were at- 
tached to the districts of those States, so far asthe 
criminal law of the United States was concerned. 
It was of frequent occurrence that when crimes 
were committed on the Santa Fé trail, or the Ore- 


4 gon trail, that persons were arrested and taken to 
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justified in followmg their example; and not 
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the State of Missouri, to be tried before the dis- 


or circu court of the United States held |/- 


orto the district or circuit court of the | 
{| Stetee of Arkansas. 
lfere the hammer feil.] 


aa. 
ria VY IN. 


Mr. Chairman, I hope this | 
nittee will agree with the Committee of Ways 
Veans,and non-concur in the Senate’s amend- | 
- i think this committee will act wisely in 
lowne. ido not know that it is necessary for | 
ine to argue the question as to whether there is 
any occasion for this appropriation to be made at | 
this particular time? ‘The total want of popula- 
tion in these Territories to be governed; the fact | 
ihat no officers have ventured out there yet, and 
that emigrants goine there with the intention to 
vettle are having to fight their way in, and the | 
teness of the season now; all seem to concur in | 
howing that this appropriation is wholly gratui- | 


tous at this time, and uncalled for. 
fut there is another question lying back of this. 
Por one, [ am desirous of knowing distinetly | 


ther rentlemen here, upon the other side of the 
yee, wre anxious to commence tinkering with 
* Kansas and Nebraska act already. Do they 
tart the proposition to repeal it in whole, or in 
ny of tts parts. Here is, in this amendment of 
Senate, most certainly, a provision to repeal 
no part of it; and the gentleman from Missouri has 
ked us to concur in that provision to repeal a 
ion of it. LT hone this committee will do no 
ich thing; but will, on the contrary, at once, 
i without further debate, non-concur. 
Sir, if the wishes of the gentleman from Mis- 
{Mr. Pueirs] are comphed with, a door will 
opened here into that Kansas and Nebraska 
at which some other gentlemen will like to 
enter. If thia ts to be an open question, [ and 
others will desire to takea handinit. I remember 
hen that memorable act was upon its passage | 
here but a short time ago, that LT begeed, and other 


rentiemen here urged, the House to allow us to || 


offer some amendments to that bill. We advised | 
the friends of the measure that, in our opinion, it | 
was unwise, hasty, and very indiscreet legislation, | 
to say the very least of it. I think the whole 

lfouse will remember that, and some other facts | 
connected with its passage. I doubt whether it 

can be forgotten. Are the friends of that bill sick | 
of it already; or is the bill so weakly that it needs | 
dectoring now? Has so brief a period as two 
months convinced gentlemen of their fatal error, 
and brought round a state of things that makes it, 
in their judgment, desirable to repeal a part of 
that act? Sir, they must remember that there is 
another part of that act to which we are as averse, 
which is as offensive to us as the provision they 
seek to repealis to them. But if they insist upon | 
the repeai of this portion which the Senate has | 
asked us to repeal, I feel it my duty to inquire of 

the Chairman if it is in order for me to move to 


following: 


THE CONGRESSIONAI 


| 
insert after the words * Fort Leavenworth” the | 

| 

| 


And atso so mach thereof as declares the Missouri com- | 
promise superseded, inoperative, and void ;” so that it will | 

n read, ‘and so much of the act for the organization of 
the said Territories as located the seat of government of 
Kansas at Fort Leavenworth; and also so much thereof | 
as declares the Missouri compromise superseded, inopera- 
tive, and void, is hereby repealed. 


if, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen upon the other 
side of the Elouse will open that subject, and re- 
peal the bill in certain particulars, we, upon this 
side of the House, will, of course, feel ourselves 


knowing whether they will vote for the Senate 
amendment, we must vote in ours before we allow 
them a vote on that question, otherwise they will | 
get a repeal of what is obnoxious to them, whilst 
we shall fail in bringing them to a trial upon our 
amendment, 

But | hope this committee will engage in no 
such business. The Committee of Ways and 
Means think it a wiser course to non-concur in | 
this amendment. And I hope this committee will | 
take the vote at once, and non-concur, and pro- | 
ceed to consider the other amendments of the 
Senate to the bill. 

Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. WALLEY. I move to amend by striking | 
out the words, *‘ as located the seat of government 





of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth,’’ and inserting | 


the following: 


** And so much of said act as repeals the eighth section | 
of the act providing for the admission of Missouri be, and | 


the same are ;”’ 0 that the clause would read: 

For the erection of publie buildings in the Territories 
of Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under thé direc 
tion of the Governors thereot, respectively , $25,000 for each 


of said Territories ; and so much of the act for the organi- | 
zaif~u of said Territories as repeals the eighth section of || 


the act providing for the admission of Missouri, be, and 
the same is hereby, repealed. 


Mr. JONES. 


propriation bill. 


Mr.WALLEY. 


repeal, 


, GLOBE. 


TT — 


I rise to a question of order. | 
That amendment is not germane. This isanap- | if gentlemen here would not conceal their f 


The section already provides | 
for a partial repeal. I propose to make a further | 











Suly 31, 


kindness. I have no doubt that his entire Cai 


most heartily desire its repeal, and would oom 
be still more grateful could they say it had inves 
.’ 





been —. For them, too, 1 have the kind 

regard, and would repeal this law, if | had 
other inducement than to relieve them from at - 
den, an incubus which sits heavily upon — 
and is rapidly sinking them in the est) a 


mation 
the American people. And I am ation of 


Gute sure thar 


z eelings 
they would unite with me most heartily in th. 
repeal of this law. . 

Mr. MACDONALD. I rise to a question of 


| order. | submit that the gentleman is not Speak. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the |) ing to his amendment, 


opinion that the amendment is not in order. 

Nir. GIDDINGS. 
strike out the words ** so much of,’’ and also the 
words ‘* as located the seat of government of Kan- 
sas at Fort Leavenworth,’ so that the clause will 
read: 


For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of | 
Kansas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction | 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each of | 


“ 


said ‘Territories ; and the act for the organization of said | 


Territories is hereby repeated. 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania.. I rise toa 


question of order. | ask whether theamendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio is in order ? 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair is of opinion | 


that the amendment is in order. 
[Cries of ** Read the amendment.’’] 


TheCHAIRMAN. Theventleman from Ohio 


proposes to strike out the words ** so much of,”’ 
in the nine hundred and eighty-third line, and to 
strike out in the nine hundred and eighty-fourth 
line the words ‘* as located the seat of government 
of Kansas at Fort Leavenworth;’’ so that the 
section, if so amended, will read: 


For the erection of public buildings in the Territories of 
Kausas and Nebraska, to be expended under the direction 
of the Governors thereof, respectively, $25,000 for each of 


said Territories; aud the act for the organization of said 


‘Territories is hereby repealed. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The Chair 
having ruled that amendment in order, | take an | 
appeal from the decision of the Chair; and I desire | 
to state the grounds on which | base my appeal. | 


My reason for the appeal is simply this; The 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio proposes 
to accomplish precisely what the Committee of 


Ways and Means proposes to accomplish in | 


striking outthe section. The effect of the gentle- 
man’s amendment is to nullify the whole section, 


and make it of no effect at all, while the proposition | 


of the Committee of Ways and Means is to strike 
it out. The clause proposes to appropriate money 
to be expended within the Territory, but the gen- 
tleman’s amendment proposes to repeal the terri- 
torial act; and he attempts to accomplish indirectly 


what the Committee of Ways and Means pro- | 
poses to accomplish directly. It is therefore out | 


of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky will perceive that it is not for the Chair to | 


decide a question of thissort, The Chair cannot 


_ be responsible for the fact as to whether the com- 


mittee legislate sensibly or not. 
Mr. STANTON. Well, my proposition is to 
let the committee decide the question. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to ask the Chair for | 


information. 1 understand that the Chair has de- 


| cided that in an aepreeneniee bill an amendment 


| proposing to repea 


| proposes to strike out certain words. 


the territorial acts of Kansas 
and Nebraska is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 
It is in 
order for him to do so. If the words left in the 
clause repeal an act, the Chair cannot be respon- 
sible for it. 

The question being ‘* Shall the decision of the 


| Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. SOLLERS called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hucues and | 


Keirr were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 97, noes 30. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
Mr. Gippines’s amendment ruled in order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I regret that so many gen- 
tlemen should a to have felt it necessary to 
oppose my amendment. Sir, I have offered it in 
the most perfect good faith. I! entertain no doubt 


1 move an amendment: to | 


| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair requests tha: 
the gentleman will confine himself strictly to hj 
amendment. The gentleman had not proceeded 
far enough to enable the Chair to decide precise) 
to what point they were tending. But judgiy 
from the commencement of his remarks, the 
tleman will not be in order if he does not get a 
little ‘nearer to his amendment. [(Laughter.} 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 will endeavor to keep my. 
| self within the rules. I urge the adoption of the 
| amendment for the reason that, in justice and pro. 
| priety, it ought to pass. This law ought to be 
| 


repealed. Every moral and every political cop. 
sideration worthy of statesmen urges that it be 
stricken from our statute-book. In this opinion 
I sincerely think, every member of this body a 
| curs. Or perhaps I should rather say I believe 
| every member regrets its passage; but the partisan 
| attachments of some may lead them to regard it as 
| better to let it remain until nextsession. | speak 
| 
| 
| 


| of this consciousness of members from the pre- 
| sumption which teaches me that all have carefully 
| noticed its effect upon the people, both North and 

South, and have contemplated the results which 
|, must inevitably flow from it. On those points it 
|| would appear almost impossible that any two 
|| members can differ.. In this way I arrive at the 
|| conclusion in my own mind, that no members of 
this body can be found who do not, in the inner- 
most recesses of their hearts, desire the repeal of 
this law, and regret its enactment. 

Sir, this Jaw has had its full effect on some 
points. Indeed, | can almost say it has done its 
| perfect work, in scattering the old political organ- 
izations of the country to the four winds of 
heaven. It has obliterated old party lines, and 
thrown Whig and Democratic parties into chaos. 
Old fogies of the North and progressives of the 
South now find themselves so mixed up with each 
| other, that at times [ have been led to believethey 
had forgotten their own identity; while many 
southern members have become conscious of duty, 
and now ‘* sit clothed in their right minds” acting 
with northern patriots. It is in vain that we hear 
the ery of Whiggery, or the more solemn and 
heart-rending appeals of the cld line Democracy. 
| They grow more and more faint, and both will 
soon be lost amid the rolling thunders of Repub- 
licanism and free Democracy. It has left the 
President in a minority; in truth, he is now very 
much in the condition of his grand Whig proto- 
type, John Tyler, who boasted of presenting to 
the world the phenomenon of *‘ 4 President with- 
out a party;"’ or if he be not now withouta party, 
| we may reasonably expect he will soon be in that 
_ condition, if this law be not repealed. This stat- 

ute has also created an excitement throughout the 
| country, to which no other political movement has 
approximated. It is to the Administration like 
| that which was written upon the wall to Belshsz- 
| zar. It not only says this Administration has 
| been weighed in the balance and found wanting 
| by the popular judgment of the nation, but it fore- 
| tells the downfall of our ‘* American Babylon 

—of that power which has so long swayed the 
destinies of this Republic. If it be true that God 
brings good out of evil, surely I, and all lovers of 
liberty, have cause to thank those who brought 
a and ioe the ae - 
have passed dry-s over the sea o pu 
| commotion, wtioed billows parted to let us theous, 
and then returned to overwhelm the hosts of op- 
pression. We witness the effect of this law '" 
| the country. It isexhibited in our pee meet- 
|| ings, in mammoth conventions, in the tone of the 
'| public press, in our sermons, in the action of our 
| clergy, of our lawyers and our judges, our farmn- 





thatits repeal will meet with the hearty approval || ers and mechanics; among all classes it has created 
of the President, for whom | entertain feelings of || an intense feeling that bids defiance to all the mes 





1854 


meric ef 
nary C 
js law 
have be 
th e dun 
freedou 
resulted 
nase to 


¢ od ? 


God he 
{ roduc 
done ! 
We se 
blood y 
sion hi 
panies 
and 8¢ 
There 
jnteres 
equip 
policy 
are m 
tion O 
result 
flowit 
wher 
try, i 
hono! 
this | 
oblite 
comil 
such 
Su 
Way 
this 
of 01 
yet | 
piece 
the! 
us d 
state 
let u 
thin! 
delic 
peal 
Hor 
bold 
satis 
refu 
us 8 
hav 
a st 
teri 
hun 
retr 
hav 
free 
of | 
wh 
ren 
anc 








‘Net 
Ow 
Ver 
lege 


Ur. 
ein, 
| Of 
Dat 


iP 


the 


of 


ak- 


hat 
his 
led 
ely 
ing 
ei). 


ta 


ly- 
he 
ro- 


yN- 


1954. 


‘ ,; . es | 
«efforts which the President, his Cabinet, and || 


> ean put forth. We witness the effects of || 

~ law inthe Senate Chamber. There its effects 
been salutary indeed. There the blind see, || 
dumb speak, and the poor have the gospel of || 
es oreached to them. Have not these facts 

freedom | ° " 

_ailted from the passage of the bill which I pro- 
se to repeal, and are they not matters of great || 
“a> | am now speaking of the good which || 
G d has brought out of this evil statute. In this 
jyction of good, the law has taken effect, has || 

ne its perfect work, and should be repealed. 

We see men flocking to Kansas armed for the 

Joody conflict to which the advocates of oppres- | 
on have invited them. They are going in com- 
vanies of ten, of twenty, of fifty, of hundreds, 
snd soon they will go in companies of thousands. 
There men of conflicting opinions, opposing 
‘qterests, are concentrating, ready armed and | 
equipped for the maintenance of their antagonistic 

olicy. There bombastic resolutions on one side 
wi met with stern purpose and quiet determina- 
son on the other. ‘There this law bids fair to 
result in civil war. And when blood commences 
owing, who will predict the time when, or place 
where, it shall stop? Verily, if we love our coun- 
try, if we regard the peace, the interests, or the 
honor of our nation, we shall not hesitate to repeal 
this law; to strike it from our statute-book, to 
obliterate every trace of its existence, so that 
coming generations shall find no evidence that 
such a barbarous law ever had an existence. 

Sir, it would appear that the Committee of 
Ways and Means must have had some ideas of 
this nature, when they recommended the repeal 
of one of the important provisions of this law; 
yet it strikes me as bad policy to repeal it by 
piece-meal—one provision now, and another in 
the next appropriation bill that comes up. Let 
us do it at once; let us act boldly, as becomes 
statesmen. The law is impolitic, wrong, wicked; 
let us strike it from existence at a single blow. 1 
think the committee were timid; they were too 
delicate. Had they recommended its entire re- 
neal, they would have far better satisfied this 
House and the country. The people demand 
bold, energetic, efficient action. They will be 
satisfied with nothing short of that; and if we 
refuse to act in that manner, the people will set 
usan example in the coming elections. They 
have the power in their hands, and will hold us to 
astrict accountability. Already we hear the mut- 
terings of the distant thunder; thousands and 
hundreds of thousands of freemen are threatening 
retributive justice upon those public servants who 
have proven recreant in the late conflict. In every 
free State we see the gathering storm. It is not 
of the diminutive size of a man’s hand, like that | 
which was seen by the prophet of old; it has al- | 
ready overspread the whole northern hemisphere, 
and threatens to overwhelm the advocates of op- 
pression with popular indignation. As it rolls on, 
we see serviles and dough-faces turn pale and 
quake; and they already call upon the rocks and 
mountains of a slaveholding Administration to | 
fall on them, and hide them from the indignation 
of the people. 

Sir, | feel great solemnity when I look over this 
Hall and calito mind the many victims who must 
falla prey to that popular vengeance which has 
been kindled by this passage of the law. I could 
_ them out with almost unerring accuracy. 

hey feel it; they are conscious of their coming 
doom. They find the Executive arm too short to 
save them; too weak to protect them. “For them 
thereis noescape. It is not merely political death | 
that so terrifies them; their horror arises from the | 
consideration that their immolation has been vol- 
unary; that they have sacrificed themselves to the | 
bloody Juggernaut of oppression. 

Now, sir, would it not be an act of justice to | 
our distressed fellow-members to repea! this law | 
atonce; now, before the close of the present ses- | 
sion? Why, sir, the fatal cholera now sweeping | 
over this land is but a feeble representation of that | 
Political pestilence about to sweep from this body | 

80 many of our friends and associates. How 
many now holding seats here will fall, prematurely | 
fall, before this fatal pestilence, no one can fore- 
tell. But when this House shall convene, one year | 
from December next, many of our youthful com- | 
panions in service will lie low in the valley of polit- | 
cal forgetfulness, and the grass will grow green | 
over their political graves. That Congress will | 


nat 


have 
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perform the work now proposed. They will do 
that which we shall have left undone. 

{Here the hammer fell.| 

Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Chairman, | am happy 
in being afforded an opportunity to define my po- 


| sition in regard to the bill which has passed Con- 


gress for the organization of the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska. [ understand that the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] has offered 


|| an amendment for its repeal, and that in moving it 


he said that he believed that there was nota mem- 
ber of this body who was not at heart in favor of 
the repeal. Did he, could he have believed what 
| he said? In making that declaration, the member 
| from Ohio sported with the character of the Amer- 
| ican Congress. No member upon this floor knew 
| better than he did that there were none here for the 
| repeal of the Nebraska-Kansas act except those, 
like himself, Abolitionists, or their twin brothers. 
I have said heretofore that | would not again 
| engage in a discussion with the member from Ohio, 
| after he had pocketed the indignity which he did 
from his colleague, (Mr. Oxps;] but his declaration 
to-day was so bold, so reckless, so uncalled for, 
| and so directly at war with®my feelings of what 
| is right, that | cannot permit myself to remain 
silent. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
| gentleman a question. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. | rise to a point of order. 
| The gentleman is traveling beyond the legitimate 
scope of debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman, in his re- 
marks, must confine himself to giving reasons why 
| the words indicated should not be stricken out. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I have no belief that this 
committee will, for one instant, entertain the idea 
of repealing this Nebraska-Kansas act, the decla- 

| ration of the member from Ohio to the contrary 
| notwithstanding. I was not present when the 
| law was passed; but had I been, no act would 
| have given me greater pleasure than yielding it 
| my vote. Letthe gentleman from Ohio go home 
| and sing the syren song which he has heretofore 
| sung against the South. The enactment of this 
| act was called for by the people, and they will 
| Sustain its supporters. I, for one, never would 
| have voted for the Missouri compromise. I 
| would have voted for the organization of these 


Let meask the 





| Territories, and | repeat that I do not think that | 


there is a member upon this floor who would vote 
for the repeal of the Nebraska-Kansas act, except 
If there be such 
a man, let him rise and show himself. If there be 


| an Aboiitionist or Free-Soiler. 


| 


| aman here who denies the doctrine that the people 


| are capable of governing themselves, let us see 

him. If there be a member upon this floor for 
| the repeal proposed, I should like to see his face. 
| Mr. MORGAN. I am for it. 


| Mr. McMULLIN. Then you ought to get 


| forgive you 
ter. | 
Here the hammer fell. } 
r. MAURICE. I demand tellers on the 
| amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Farey and 
Lercuer were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 62, noes 77. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the Senate 
amendment, it was taken; and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighty-sixth amendment: 


For libraries at the seat of government of each of the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, under such regula- 


or showing yourself. [Great laugh- 





| 


tions as shall be prescribed by law, $5,000 for each of said | 


‘Territories. 


| Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Eighty-seventh amendment: 


In the nine hundred and ninety-third line strike out 
* $41,000,” and insert ‘‘ which said salaries shall hereafter 
be, of the Chief Justice, $7,000, and of the Associate Jus- 
tices, $6,500 each, commencing with the present fiscal 
year, $59,000 ;”’ so as to make the clause read : 


For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court | 


and eight Associate Judges, which said salaries shall 
| hereafter be, of the chief justice, $7,000, and of the asso- 
| ciate justices, $6,500 each, commencing with the present 
| fiscal year, 259,000. 


Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say 


down upon Eo marrow-bones and ask God to | 
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a word upon this amendment. | desire the 
mittee to forget the litte episode upon the Ne 
braska and Kansas question for a moment, and | 
ask them to give their attention to the amendmer 

| propose. | move to amend the amendment 
the Senate by striking out the word ‘*seven,’’ 
and insert ‘six’? in its place. I also move to 
strike out *‘ six,’’ at the end of the same line, and 
insert ** five’’ in its place; and also to strike out 
the word ** nine,’’ in the last line. 

Mr. Chairman, the amendment of the Senate 
provides for increasing the compensation of 
judges of the Supreme Court—that of the C 
Justice from $5,000 to $7,000, and that of the 
other judges from $4,500 to $6,500. 

[ am satisfied, sir, that that amendment cannot 


receive the sanction of this House. A maj 
of the Committee of Ways and Means are against 
it, and | am quite sure that a large majority of the 


House isagainstit. I have uniformly voted this 
year against all increase of saiaries, but always 
with a declaration to the House, that when I 
could get an opportunity, ! should cheerfully vote 
to increase the pay of the judges, both of the su- 
preme and of the districtcourts. They all require 
increase, and some of the latter judges get much 
less pay then the clerks in the Departments here. 
For one, I do not think the amendment of the Sen- 
ate gces too high. I would be glad, sir, to see th 
amendment adopted; but knowing the sense of 
House, I feel bound to respect it. So far as | a 
concerned, | always acthere somewhatin reference 
to what | believe to be the opinion of the other 
gentlemen on this floor; their judgment as well a 
mine controls this matter; and the opinion of 
majority of us all must govern; and it is for that 
reason | propose the amendment, and hope the 
majority here will concur with me in sustaining 

Sir, these salaries ought to be increased; an 
my proposition is to-increase that of the Chief 
Justice from $5,000 to $6,000; and that of the 
Associate Judges from $4,500 to $5,500. That is 
lower than it ought to be. | should prefer goir 
$900 more on each of them. This isa great office. 
I'hese men have a silent, but all-powerful contro! 
over the business and destinies of this nation. 
The compensation attached to these offices has 
not, to my knowledge, been increased since the 
organization of the Government. These men 
pass, finally and forever, on all questions that 
come up from the courts below, and upon many 
questions where sovereign States are the parties. 
Now, there are thirty-one States in this Union— 
each of which is equal in prosperity, in standing, 
in wealth, and in commercial importance, to most 
of the kingdoms and republics ofantiquity. Every 
one of these sovereign States has to wheel into 
line at the decision, at the mandate, of 
august tribunal—the Supreme Court of the United 
States. It ought, therefore, to be placed in the 
highest and most secure and dignified position in 
the Government—to be well! paid, and kept, as 
always has been, thank God, above the breath of 
suspicion, and the temptations of want. 

But I do not ask thecommittee to act upon any 
consideration of that kind. I say that the busi 
ness of the country has increased so immensely 
within the last twenty years that these gentiemen 
have to come to this city annually to hold their 
court in bank, and remain nearly, or quite, balf 
the year; and the other half of the time they 
spend in their circuits, constantly engaged in their 
laborious duties in the vicinities of their homes; 
so that they must live as a kind of vagrants, o1 
|} vagabonds, at one or the other of the places, on 

their present salaries, with their families dispersed, 
| or else it is absolutely necessary that they keep 
| up establishments both here and at home. 
after board, washing, traveling expenses, and in- 
cidentals are paid from their present salaries, and 
|| the cost of keeping up their families at a fruce! 
|| rate at home, on the supposition those families are 
|| not to accompany them here, how much do you 
|| suppose is left of their present salaries to provide 
|| for educating families, for sickness, and to guard 
|| against wantin old age? They have no perqui- 
| sites, and noretired list. We vote money to stearn 
| mail ships and Government contractors by thou- 
sands and without stint; but we do no justice to 
| these frugal men, of simple tastes and habits, and 
of unobtrusive manners, but who so creditably 
| fill the greatest and most conservative place in the 
'| Republic. 
| I hope our triffling, if so it may be called, on 
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the Jast amendment but one may be forgotton, and 


wee ee --- 


that we may consider this question in sincerity — 
and candor. I should like to give more; for my 
opinion of this great tribunal partakes of profound 
veneration; but [ believe this ts all this committee 
will consent to give, and I truly hope it will not 
withhold this. I ask, therefore, that the committee 


will express its assent to my proposition, and in- 
crease the salaries of these judges accordingly. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. 
to correct the gentleman’s amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order now. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. ThenI propose to make a 
few remarks in addition to that which has fallen 
from the gentleman from New York; but I oppose 
his motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Ala- 
bama will be in order in speaking in opposition to 
the amendment of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Singular as it may appear, 
I speak in opposition to the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York, while I concur with the 
genileman’s argument. The gentleman’s motion 
is to reduce the amount which the Senate has re- 

vorted to us as a proper compensation for the 


judges. The gentleman’s argument is to show 
that their salaries ought to be increased. So that 
| oppose his motion, though | concur in his argu- 
ment. 

Now, it is very clear to this House—it is very 
clear to the country—it has been a matter which 
has received public attention, that the salaries of 


the judges of the Supreme Court, as they are 
now fixed by law, are wholly inadequate com- 
pensation for the responsibilities and the duties 
which attach to the office. The Supreme Court 
of the United States is, perhaps, the most august 
judicial tribunal in the world. It not only passes 
on all the disputed transactions between man and 
man brought before it, on all the relations between 
the citizen and his Government, but it sets, as it 
were, in judgment on the States, and on the 
National Legislature itself, looking to that law 
which is declared to be the supreme law of the 
land. It sits in judgment over the national and 
over the State governments. A more august tri- 
ounal has not existed in ancient or modern times, 


or one rangers. greater powers or responsibil- | 
Now, sir, what salaries do you give to | 


ities. 
these officers? The sum of $4,500. What sal- 
ary is proposed to be given to them by the amend- 
ment of the Senate? Six thousand five hundred 
dollars! The gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Haven,| not thinking that is too large in itself, 


but apprehending that the good sense and justice || 
| suspended. 


of this House would not recognize its propriety, 
is willing to lesson the amount reported 
Senate. [| should be unwilling to do that, unless 
forced to it; and it seems to me that we should 
concur in the Senate amendment. Look at the 


amount of duty which these gentlemen have to || 


eter This court is in constant session from 


anuary to June; and is sitting, day after day, | 


adjudicating the most important cases which can 
come before a judicial tribunal. 
Again, they are at a vast expense in traveling 


from one extreme of our territory to the other. | 


Look for a moment at the compensation derived 
by professional gentlemen—and it is from the 
ranks of the profession that they are taken. Look 
to the amount of compensation which a lawyer 


of third-rate reputation derives in many cities || 
throughout the Union from the practice of his pro- | 


fession. And is the amount of $6,500 per annum 
too much to give to the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States? Could not either of 
the gentlemen who set upon that bench command 
for his services, in almost any city of the Union, 
more than that. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BRIDGES. | rise for the purpose of ask- 
ing the committee to take a recess until seven 


o’clock; believing that we can then work with | 


more comfort to ourselves than now. 
{Cries of ** No!”’ * No!?’] 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. 

mittee do now rise. 


Mr. KERR. 


1 object. 
l move that the com- 


W EsTBROOK were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 73, noes 50. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


Will it be in order to move 


| . 
do now adjourn. 


y the || 





I call for tellers on that motion. | 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bococx and | 





| line of Alabama, via 
| State.” 
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The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the Chairman (Mr. Orr) 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House (No. 48) making 
appropriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending the 30th 


of June, 1854, and the amendments of the Senate || 


thereto, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that the House 


CHANGE DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. 
Mr. FULLER. I rise to a privileged question. 
I move that when the House adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet to-morrow at nine o’clock, a. m. 
{Loud cries of ‘* No!” **No!’’ all over the 
Hall.} 


Mr. HOUSTON. My object in rising is to ask | 
the House if they will not consent to meet this || 


evening? 

Cries of ‘* Yes!’ ** Yes!” and * No !’?] 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
submitted by unanigous consent. 

Mr. REESE. I object. 


Mr. PECKHAM. 
tion. I desire to make a motion to fix the hour 
of meeting when the House adjuurns. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. Fuxver] has already submitted a proposi- 
tion that when the House adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet at nine o’clock to-morrow morning. The 
motion, however, cannot be entertained except by 
unanimous consent, pending a motion to adjourn; 
and, if that motion be withdrawn, only by a sus- 
pension of the rules. 

Mr. ORR. I appeal to the gentleman from 
New York to withdraw the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I wil! withdraw it. 

‘Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the House 


take a recess until seven o’clock this evening. [ | 


believe | am more unwell than any one here, but 


,am willing to hold an evening session, 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the 
proposition of the gentleman from Alabama? 
[Cries of ‘* Object!’’] . 


the gentleman from Alabama? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I move, then, that the rules 
be suspended, in order that we may take a recess 
until seven o’clock this evening. 

The question was taken; and the rules were not 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


Mr. ROWE. I object. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. 


| do now adjourn. 


I move that the House 


The question was taken; and the House refused | 


to adjourn. , 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move a suspension of the 
rules for the purpose I have indicated. 
The motion was agreed to—ayes 95, noes 45. 


Mr. FULLER. 


nine o’clock instead of ten o’clock,’a. m. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 


The question was then taken upon Mr. Hovs- | 


ToNn’s motion; and it was agreed to. 


So it was ordered that the daily hour of meeting | 


be ten o’clock, a. m. 
LANDS FOR THE STATE OF ALABAMA. 
Mr. COBB. 


| Public Lands, ‘‘a bill granting to the State of 


Alabama public lands in alternate sections to aid | 
in the construction of railroads from Mobile to | 
| Girard, from Selma to or near Gunter’s Landing, | 


' with branches from or near Gadsden, through 
|-Wills and Chattanooga valleys to the eastern 
| State line of Alabama, from Memphis to a point 
intersecting the Nashville, Chattanooga, and 
Charleston railroad, at or near Stephenson, Ala- 
bama; from Beard’s bluff, via Elyton and Tusca- 
loosa, to some point on the Mobile and Ohio rail- 
road, and from ee to the northern State 


I rise to a privileged mo- | 


I move that the hour for the || 
| daily meeting of the House be ten o’clock instead 
| of eleven o’clock, a. m., until otherwise ordered. 


I move to amend the propo- | 
sition of the gentleman from Alabama by inserting 


I ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to report from the Committee on | 








ecatur andjAthens, in said 








August 1, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
troduction of the bill. 


2 gene 
enti 


l object to the 4 


Mr. COBB. I move to suspend th 
_ Mr. LETCHER. I move that the Hat: 
jyourn. * 


The motion was agreed to; and th 
ereupon (a) 
four o’clock, p. m.) the House adjourned til : 
morrow at ten o’clock, a. m. ” 





IN SENATE. 


Tvespay, August 1, 1854. 
The Senate met this morning at half Past ten 


_o’clock. 


Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
On motion by Mr. FOOT, the reading of th, 


_ Journal was dispensed with. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. SLIDELL presented the petition of Rich. 


ard Albritton, praying permission to enter a Sec. 
tion of land in lieu of that claimed by him unde, 
| a certificate of confirmation, and disposed of } 


the United States as public lands, and compensa. 
tion for his improvements on said lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. COOPER presented a petition of citizens of 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, praying the repeal of 
the fugitive slave law; which was referred to th. 


| Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEEBs, 


Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Pateni 
and the Patent Office, reported a digest and index 


| of patents which have been extended or renewed 


by acts of Congress, with reference to the act in 


| each case; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on the Dis. 


‘| trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
| petition of William B. Kibby, praying the pay. 


ment of a certain sum of money due him by the 


| United States for articles furnished the peniten- 


tiary of the District of Columbia, submitted , 
report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. The 


| t ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. Is itin order to move a sus- } rer. PETTIT, from the 


pension of the rules for the purpose indicated by | 


Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills from the House of Representatives, re. 
ported them back, without amendment: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George McGirk; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Benjamin Metoyer; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles Pavie; and 

An act for the relief of Lloyd Dorsey and 
others. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill for the relief of Sidney P. 
Pool, of the State of Maine, asked to be discharged 
from its further consideration, and that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions; which was 

reed to. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa, from the Committee on 


; : Pensions, to whom were referred the following 
So the rules were suspended, two-thirds voting | 


| in the affirmative. 


bills from the House of Representatives, reported 
them back without amendment: 

An act for the relief of George M. Bentley, of 
the State of Indiana; 

An act to provide a pension for Oliver Brown, 
of Chemung county, New York; : 

An act to provide a pension for Edmund Mitch- 
ell, of Carroll county, in the State of Kentucky; 

An act for the relief of James Butler; 

An act for the relief of John Brown, second, 
of New Hampshire; . 

An act for the relief of John H. Hicks, of In- 
diana; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Ellis; 

An act for the relief of Abraham Ausman; 

An act for the relief of Thomas Bronough; 

Anact for the relief of Rebecca Baggerly, widow 
of David Baggerly, deceased ; : 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lieutenant Francis Ware; 

An act for the relief of James Capen; 

An act for the relief of James Wright, jr, of the 
State of Tennessee; 

An act for the relief of Daniel Morse, of Essex, 
county of Chittenden, in the State of Vermont; 

An act for the relief of Ira Call, of Huron 
county, Ohio; 
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ect for the relief of Isaac M. Sigler, of Put- 
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DAILY HOUR OF MEETING. Pierce served in the war of 1812 a period of 


+s: 


“~ 


Al 


1€ in. inty, Indiana; _ Mr. SLIDELL submitted the following resolu- || about seventy-five days, (being the full term of : 
| ,n act for the relief of John Cole; tion for consideration: his enlistment,) and was honorably discharged. “ 
ae sn act for the relief of George Lynch; Resolved, That the daily hour of meeting of the Senate, || His health has become so impaired on account of “ 
ad. bn act for the relief of Joseph W ebb; for the residue of the session, be ten o'clock, a. in. || his sufferings and hardships while in service, as # 
; in act for the relief of John Steene; CHARLES GORDON. to wholly disable hira from procuringa livelihood. 
1 " An act for the relief of George Elliott; Mr. FOOT. I reported yesterday morning, No evidence of sickness or disability is afforded i} 
to. ‘4n act for the relief of Warren Raymond; from the Committee on Public Lands, a resolution || OY the rolls, or his discharge; but two reputable 
An act for the relief of Julia Acken; directing the Secretary to pay out of the contin- || P2ysicians certify to his present total disability, 
An act for the relief of Herman Chittenden; | gent fund of the Senate, the sum of $1,500 to and their belief that it results from his remarka- 
An act for the relief of William Gove; \| Charles Gordon, for his services as draughtsman ble exposure while in the service of the United 
An act for the relief of William Parker; to the Committee on Public Lands for a period of States, Three of his former comrades in the ser- 
| An act for the relief of George J. Raliston; ten months, when he wasemployed under the au- | YiC® attested to be men of truth and respectabil- 
; ten An act for the relief of Joseph McMinn; thority of a resolution of the Senate. In conse- | “Y¥> make oath to his having been a healthy man 
{n act for the relief of Asa Leach; and quence of an objection then made by the Senator prior to his enlistment, and sick and lame to such 
An act for the relief of Jacob Baker, of San- | ¢ 01, Mississippi, (Mr. Apams,] the resolution | ® extent as to wholly disable him ever since his 
the dusky City, Ohio. had to lie over. If he has no objection, | ask for discharge. He was a quartermaster’s sergeant 
Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- || its consideration this morning. in Colonel Martindale’s regiment, who were em- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the billfrom || Mr. ADAMS. I did not object on account of barked on batteaux, at Champlain,in November, 
. the House of Representatives, for the relief of the || the merits of the resolution, but simply that I 1812; the batteaux came down the ride and at- 
~ heirs of Captain Matthew Jack, reported it back || wished to give priority to other business. tempted to cross the lake in the midst of a storm 
i. with amendments. | The motion to take up the resolution was agreed of cna and a oe "Tal, ane of eee 
: '| to; and it was adopted. were driven ashore on Isle La Mott, and some on 
F by BILL INTRODUCED. | eat ' . Grand Isle, and the men were exposed to all the 
nea. Mr. NORRIS asked and obtained the anani-*| DANIEL STEENROD. inclemency of the weather, without shelter or suf- 
hich mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to Mr. HUNTER. I wish to call upa bill for | ficient provisions, for two days and nights; and 
and incorporate the Friend’s Aid Society of the District || the relief of Daniel Steenrod, which has been re- || to this exposure, of which many died, is attrib- 
: f Columbia; which was read a first and second | ported from the Committee on Claims, of which | uted the disability of Pierce. 
“he ume by its title, and referred to the Committee on || the Senator from Pennsylvania is chairman. The bill was reported to the Senate without 
M of the District of Columbia. 1 Mr. BRODHEAD. That is a bill which the || amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
the MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. coo on Claims reported with amendments. | reading, read a third time, and passed. 
; ; ie | Itisa small claim, and the committee propose | TeV Dc 
8 A message was received from the President of || amendments to which, I presume, there will nae rte grange “A pucy agae 
8. or pe by Mr. W his § Sea ” ’ : = On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, the Senate, as in 
the United States, by Mr. EBSTER, Mis Secre- || objection. It is a House bill, and it ought to be || « ; 
ents : ing that he had this d d | ty i s ’ 5 | Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
le ary, announcing that he had this day approved || acted upon immediately, as our amendments will |) the bill «+ ride for takine chatee of the Li 
x and signed the following acts: || have to go back to the Elouse. re o provide for taking charge of the Louis- 
ved An act for the relief of the legal representatives | Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 have heard somethin ville and Portland canal, and to prevent the same 
tin - Maior Caleb S d a: ; oe to § || from falling into bad repair;’’ which had been re- 
of Major Caleb Swan, deceased; about that claim, which makes it necessary for me . > 
! : horize th tof invalid i : ane : : |, ported from the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
i An act to 7 rer Li paymen R inva Whit || to object until I can look into it. wishe ass aenendasuet 
ons to the heirs of Lieutenant Robert White || Mr. HUNTER sut | id: The S : 
the — : I} Bs aN subsequently said: Lhe Sena- The bill was originally introduced b 
ay- and others; . . | tor from Maine is willing to withdraw his objec- || p,yox. and was tel ee th C ; itt a 
th An act for the relief of the heirs and represent- || tion to the House bill for the relief of Daniel | 7 cam a aie * wm 3 ee 
— tatives of Colonel Alexander G. Morgan; || Steenrod; | therefore move to proceed to its con- | a d _ he eff ye “ - aaatite te aon 
, An act for the relief of Sylvester Pettibone;  cttevntion. | — ment, the effect of which would be to make 
ich An act for the relief of Levi Pierce, and Andrew || The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in | i fone at Cney 
, Hodge, jt.3 | Committee of the Whole roceeded to consider Whereas the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Ken- 
- An act for the relief of Henry La Reintrie; || the bill. “ Sond tho Ausabusthnand Souinga Megan tipeonnp to enmee- 
ate An act for the relief of Dr. 8. R. Addison, | It proposes that the petition of Daniel Steenrod, | priate the net income of the company im purchasing the 
W = assistant surgeon in the United States || with the accompanying documents and depositions, | Stes other than those owned by the United States, until 
. Tawus . ° the United States should be the sole owner of the stock of 
re- - a t for the relief of Jean Bantlits Bedubien: |i shall be referred to the First Comptroller of the || said company; and whereas it appears the United States 
An act for ee OS eee ee Treasury, who is to be authorized to appoint a | will, under said arrangement, become the sole owner of 
08 An act for the relief of William Darby; i} commissioner to take evidence in the city of Wheel- | said stock before the next session of Congress, and it is 
An act for the relief of Urban Stoll; || ing or elsewhere, and ascertain and report what is | Be¢essary to provide for the custody and preservation of 
8 An act for the relief of Asa Andrews; || justly and equitably due the petitioner, and if such a > aubreme -omkanemaie of aenan sas ay 
2 . ie : 7 sto ec e and custo ‘ Same, 80 tha e 
An act for the relief of Captain G. Merchant; | report 18s ap yroved by the Comptroller, the Secre- || comunercé and navigation of thet bhio may not be obstruct - 
es An act for the relief of William Brown; } tary of the Treasury is authorized to pay such sum || ed, and that said canal may not fall into decay or bad re- 
An act for the relief of Gaston T. Raoul; of money out of any money in the Treasury not || Par; therefore, 
An act for the relief of A. G. Penn; | h , : d*b h : y h Be it enacted, &c., That so soon as the United States shall, 
nd A id ineutiendie : || otherwise appropriated; but there is a proviso that || under said arrangement, become the sole owner of said 
n act to provide compensation for the services || the commissioner shall be selected out of persons || stock, the President of the United States is hereby author- 
m pr ed in adjusting titles to land in || now in the employment of the Government, for || ized and directed to appoint the proper officers to take pos- 
P. I ichigan; an : ; ; || which service no extra compensation shali be paid. || 5@8*!" of said canal on the part of the United States, and 
ci [BE _Ansct for therelief of Phineas M. Nightingale, | "The Committee on Claims propose to amend | {0,86 contol of the canal_and canal property ares 
. administrator of the estate of General Nathaniel || the bill, so that it shall read, as follows: ene ; wr tevehco “tad te 
| Greene, deceased | ’ ’ : Mr. WALKER. I understand the provisions 
as ’ . 1} Be it enacted, §c., That the petition of Daniel Steenrod, of the bill very well; but I cannot see or under- 
; on || with the accompanying documents and depositions, be re- : 
‘ A MESSAGE me M THE HOUSE || ferred to the Secretary of War, who is hereby authorized to | stand what may be its operation. W hat is the 
- A message was received from the House of || ascertain what is justly and equitably due to said petitioner | Government to do with the canal when it takes 
" Representatives, by Mr, Forney, their Clerk, an- |, thereon ; and to pay such: sum as may be found due, out of || charge of it? 
nouncing that they had passed the following bills || any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. : Mr. BRIGHT. The last annual report of the 
¢ of the Senate: \| The amendments were agreed to, and the bill | Secretary of the Treasury shows that before the 
» An act to establish a port of delivery at Lake | was reported to the Senate as amended, and the meeting of the next Congress, the Louisville and 
; Port, on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other pur- || *endments were concurred in, and ordered tobe || Portland canal will become the property of the 
; poses; |] engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time. | United States, the dividends on her stock having 
i: An act constituting Madison, in the State of In- | The bill was read a third time, and passed. || been applied under an act of the Commonwealth 
diana, a port of delivery; and SHERMAN PIERCE. | of Kentucky in purchasing and retiring the stock 
n act creating a collection district in Texas || Mr. FOOT. I ask the consentof the Senate to || of private individuals. Under these circumstancee 
i, and New Mexico. consider a small invalid pension bill, which has | '* neon —— - eo op - os custody 
'| been reported by the Senator from Rhode Island, || 494 Management of the canal, and as there is not 
ORANGE AND ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD. || b P y : “ong || time at the present session to pass a bill with all 
I. . || (Mr. Avven,] from the Committee on Pensions. . : 

_The message also announced that the House in- || [t is a bill for the relief of Sherman Pierce. He || the proper details, the Committee on Roads and 
sisted on their amendments to the bill of the Senate || js a poor man, ninety years of age. Canals recommend that the President be author- 
authorizing the extension of the Alexandria and | Mr. HUNTER. Phen I hope we shall act ||.i2¢¢ to take such steps as he may deem necessary 
Washington railroad in the Distriet of Columbia; upon that case; but after it is disposed of, if I can || *° Secure the United States in her rights, and at 

- and that they asked a conferrence on the disagree- || get the floor, I shall move to take up the fortifi- || the same time give the public the use of said canal, 
ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and had ap- || cation bill. || until farther legislation can be had. 

s pointed Messrs. McMutuin, Mar, and Kerr,a | Mr. Foor’s motion was agreed to; and the bill | The amendment of the committee was agreed to, 
committee of conference on their part. || was read a second time, and considered as in Com- the bill was eae (0 the Senate as paeeon 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, it was ordered || mittee of the Whole. ac ochre yr aah gs a third poeae 

6 that the Senate agree to the conference asked by It is designed to direct the age gt of the In- || oe ia third lenis aid Ce OF & thine Fencing, 
the House of Represenatives on the above named | terior to place on the pension roll the name of | °° ® net 
s, bill, and that the appointment of the committee on || Sherman Pierce, of Londonderry, Windham | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
the part of the Senate, be made by the President || county, Virginia, and to pay him, during his nat- || A message was received from the House of 
n 


pro tempore. Messrs, Briaut, Toucey, and Fisu | 
were appointed. 








ural life, $12 per month, commencing January 1, 
1854. 


Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 


| Representatives, b 
ey had passed a bill from the 


| announcing that 
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Senate to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of 
Aiabama, a port of delivery, with amendments, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 
of the Senate. 


RELATIONS WITH SPAIN. 
Mr. MASON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to inform the | 
Benate (if, in his opinion, it be not incompatible with the | 


public interest) whether anything has arisen since the date 
of his message to the House of Representatives of the Lith 
March last concerning our relations with the Government 
of Spain which, in his opinion, may dispense with the sug- 
gestions therein contained touching the propriety of ‘ pro 
visional measures”? by Congress to meet any exigency that 
may arise in the recess of Congress aflecting those rela- 
tions. 


Subsequently a message was received from the | 
President of the United States, by Mr. Wensrer, || 


his Secretary, in relation to the above resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

The following is the message: 
To the Senate of the United States: 


[hasten to respond briefly to the resolution of the Senate | 
of this date * requesting the President to inform the Senate | 


(if in Dis Opinion it be not incompatible with the public in- 
terest) Whether anything has arisen since the date of his 
message to the House of Representatives of the fifteenth of 


March last, concerning our relations with the Government | 
of Spain, which, in his opinion, may dispense with the | 
Suggestions therein contained, touching the propriety of | 


‘ provisional measures’? by Congress to meet any exigency 
that may arise, in the recess of Congress, affecting those 
relations.”? 

In the message to the House of Representatives referred 
to, | availed myself of the occasion to present the following 
refleciions and suggestions: 

“Tn view of the position of the Island of Cuba, its prox- 
imity to our coast, the relations which it must ever bear to 
our commercial and other interests, it is vain to expect that 
a series of untriendly acts, infringing our commercial rights, 
and the adoption of a policy threatening the honor and se- 
curity of these States, can long exist with peaceful relations. 
In case the mensures taken for amicable adjustment of our 
difficulties with Spain should unfortunately fail, I shall not 
hesitate to use the authority aud means which Congress 
may grant to insure the observance of our just rights, to ob- 
tain redress for injuries received, and to vindieate the honor 
of our flag. In anticipation of that contingency, which I 
earnestly hope may not arise, | suggest to Congress the pro- 
priety of adopting such provisional measures as the exigency 
may seem to demand.”’ . 

The two Houses of Congress may have anticipated that 
the hope then expressed would be realized before the pe- 
nod of its adjournment, and that our relations with Spain 
would have assumed a satisfactory condition, so as to re 
move past causes of complaint, and afford better security 
for tranquility and justice in the future. But [| am con- 
strained to say that such is not the fact. The formal de- 
mand for immediate reparation in the case of the “ Black 
Warrior,” instead of having been met on the part of Spain 
by prompt satisfaction, has only served to call forth a jus- 
tification of the local authorities of Cuba, and thus to 
transfer the responsibility for their acts to the Spanish 
Government itself. 

Meanwhile, information not only reliable in its nature, 
but of an official character, was received to the effect that 
preparation was making within the limits of the United 
States, by private individuals, under military organization, 
for a descent upon the island of Cuba, with a view to 
wrest that colony from the dominion of Spain. Interna- 
tional comity, the obligations of treaties, and the express 
provisions of law, alike required, in my judgment, that all 
the constitutional power of the Executive should be ex- 
erted to prevent the consumation of such a violation of 
pesitive law, and of that good faith on which mainly the 
amicable relations of neighboring nations must depend. In 
conformity with these convictions of public duty, a proc- 
larmation was issued to warn all persons not to participate 
in the contemplated enterprise, and to invoke the interpo- 
sition in this behalf of the proper officers of the Government. 


No provocation whatever can justify private expeditionsof | 


hostility against a country at peace with the United States. 


The power to declare war is vested by the Constitution in | 


Congress ; and the experience of our past history leaves no 
room to doubt that the wisdom of this arrangement of con- 
stifutional power will continue to be verified whenever the 
national interest and honor shall demand a resort to ulti- 
mate measures of redress. 


ries of the functions of Government. 


have only to add that nothing has arisen since the date 
of my former message to “ dispense with the suggestions 
therein contained touching the propriety of provisional mea- 


sures by Congress.”’ 
Wat, HINGTON, @ugust 1, 1854. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


FRANKLIN PIERCE. 


Mr. HOUSTON, in pursuance of previous no- 

tice, proceeded to address the Senate in reference 

_to certain charges contained against him in a book 
published by General Thomas Jefferson Green. 


{The speech will appear in the Appendix.] 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. 


Pending negotiations by the 
Executive, and before the action of Congress, individuals | 
could not be permitted to embarrass the operations of the 
one and usurp the powers of the other of these deposita- | 


1 move that the Senate re- 
sume the consideration of the river and harbor 


| bill, which was the business pending before the 
| Senate, when we adjourned last evening. 
|| Mr. MASON. I must ask for the yeas and 


nays on that motion, because | cannot but con- | 


sider that preference should be given to an Exec- 
utive session for business which is well known to 
the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. [wish to make an inquiry of 
the Chair: whether this bill, having been the busi- 
ness under consideration at the time of adjourn- 
ment last evening, is not first in order now? and 
whether we are not to proceed with it without any 
motion to that effect ? 

The PRESIDENT. It requires a motion. 

Mr. GWIN. It is perfectly evident, that if the 
river and harbor bill be taken up this morning, we 
shall jeopardize all were Kim eee bills. lhope 
those gentlemen who have charge of that measure 
| will give us two, or three, or four hours this morn- 

ing for the consideration of four or five appropri- 
ation bills now on the table, which we can pass in 
that time. By so doing, we could put the busi- 
ness upon which the Government rests—the bills 


in such a position that there could be no danger 
of their being lost. 
have this bill in charge will give us two or three 
hours this morning for the consideration of those 
res bills. Some of them have been re- 
ported back just as they came from the House, 
withoutamendment. I am satisfied that, in a very 
short time, we can put ourselves in such a posi- 
tion as to insure the passage of the regular ap- 
propriation bills. I hope, therefore, the gentle- 
men in charge of the river and harbor bill will give 
a short time this morning for those bills. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I am sorry to decline ac- 
ceding to the suggestion of the Senator from Cali- 
| fornia. 

Mr. HUNTER. I move to postpone the prior 
orders for the purpose of. 

The PRESIDENT. That is not in order. 
| There is now a motion before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER. What is it? 

The PRESIDENT. To proceed to the con- 
| sideration of the river and harbor bill; and on that 
motion the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The yeas and nays being taken, resulted—yeas 
| 28, nays 18, as follows: 
|| YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Cass, 
Chase, Cooper, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, 
Douglas, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, James, Jones of lowa, 





| dell, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New 
Jersey, Wade, Waiker, and Weller—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adains, Allen, Brodhead, Brown, But- 
| Jer, Clay, Dawson, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Gwin, Hunter, 
Mallory, Mason, Morton, Norris, Rusk, Toombs, and 
Toucey—18. 

The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
W hole, resumed the consideration of the bill from 
the House, ‘‘ making appropriations for the re- 
| pair, preservation, and completion of certain pub- 

lic works heretofore commenced under the au- 
| thority of law.” 

Various amendments were offered, and the bill 
was reported to the Senate, and the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole were con- 
curred in, Several amendments were then pro- 
posed; some of which were rejected and others 
adopted, and finally, the amendments were ordered 
to be engrossed, and the bill to be read a third 
time by a vote of yeas 31, nays 17. 


[See Appendix for the detailed proceedings. ] 
CHARLOTTE 8S. WESTCOTT. 
|| Mr. JONES, of Iowa. The Committee on 


|| relief of Mrs. Charlotte S. Westcott, have in- 
| structed me to report it back without amendment, 
| and recommend its passage; and I ask for its con- 
| sideration at this time. ° 

| There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill. It provides for a pension of twenty dol- 
lars a month, commencing on the Ist of January 


| last, with a proviso that, in case of the marriage | 
M. 2 


or death of Mrs. Westcott, the pension shall 
id to her children, or the survivor of them. 


third time, and passed. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


which are.necessary to carry on the Government— | 


1 hope, therefore, those who | 


Jones ot Tennessee, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Seward, Sli- | 


Pensions, to whom wasreferred House bill for the | 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








> 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| interested. If no member of if is here, | shal! o 





_ August |, 


ceeded to the consideration of Execu 
and, afier some time spent therein, t) 
reopened. 


tive business 
le doors wer, 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senay 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to a as 
the House bill ‘* making appropriations o 
tifications and other works of defense and 
repairs of barracks and quarters, for the 
ending the 30th June, 1855.”’ Year 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 ask the Senator from Vj 
ginia if there is anybody here who represents - 
Committee on Military Affairs. That counties e 
as I understand, have an amendment which the’ 


are prepared to report, in which my State is deeply 
ject to proceeding with the consideration of the 


fo r- 
for 


‘bill. 


Mr. GWIN. I am very much opposed to :} 
fortification bill myself, in ita present form: bun 
it is perfectly notorious that by amending it ; 
shall endanger it in the House. It passed the 

_ House by only three majority. It may suit th. 
Senator from ‘Texas, (Mr. Rusx,] but it does no, 
suit some of the rest of us. There are some im. 

= appropriations in it; but I hope it will no: 

e amended. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I understand the Committe 

/on Military Affairs have agreed to recommend 

| an amendment to the bill, which will] deeply 
interest my State; and if they are not prepared 
now to report it, | shall have to vote in favor of 

/an adjournment. I have not the amendment jn 
my possession; and if there is no gentleman here 

| from the committee prepared to offer it, I cannot 
consent to proeeed with the consideration of the 
bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. 

journ. 

Mr.GWIN. I call for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered, 

The motion was agreed to; and 

The Senate, at seven o’clock, p. m., adjourned 

until eleven o’clock to-morrow. 


we 


I move that the Senate ad- 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, August 1, 1854. 


The House met at ten o’clock, a.m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry Sticer. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER announced as the first business 
in order the motion submitted yesterday evenirg 
by the gentleman from Alabama, [{ Mr. Coss,} to 
suspend the rules for the purpose of enabling him 
| to report, from the Committee on Public Lands, 
| **a bill granting to the State of Alabama public 
| lands, in alternate sections, to aid in the con- 
| struction of railroads from Mobile to Girard, 
_from Selma, to or near Gunter’s Landing, with 
| branches from or near Gadsden, through Wills 
| and Chattanooga valleys, to the eastern State line 
| of Alabama, from emphis, Tennessee, to a 
| point intersecting the Nashville, Chattanooga 
' and Charleston railroad, at or near Stephenson, 
| Alabama, from Beard’s Bluff, via Elyton to Tus- 
| caloosa, to some point on the Mobile and Ohio 
railroad, and from Montgomery to the northern 
State line of Alabama, via Decatur and Athens, in 
said State.” 


‘ ‘ ; 1 CONSULAR SYSTEM. 
The bill was then read a third time, and passed | 


Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, by unanimous 
consent, reported from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, a bill to ‘* remodel the diplomatic and con- 
sular system of the United States;” which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and, with 


| an accompanying report in writing, referred to the 


Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 
THE GUANO TRADE. 
Mr. SOLLERS. I ask the unanimous consent 

of the House to present a resolution, which | am 
| directed to offer by the select committee, upon the 
| guano trade. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That twenty-thousand extra copies of the 
| 


report of the special committee raised upon the guano trade 
be printed for the use of the members of the House. 


Mr. SOLLERS. I hope there will be no objec- 
| tion to the resolution. : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The resolution 





On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 


| must go to the Committee on Printing. 


1854. 


The res 
the Come 
pePok 
The 3 
egtion fre 
ei tuulon, 
B ard of 
ing that 
Reprene! 
The 
accompa 
Chair a 
8 very , 
riche C 
Mr. I 
eaion a 
to be pr 
extra CO 
referre 
It wa 


ol 


Mr. | 
Mr. 
yon. 7 

was, 
gaze. 

motion 
The 
ytting 
Cae 
rules 0 
the Ci 
from y 
deman 
Mr. 
from “ 
Jet the 
very I 
cultur 
Mr 
rules 
resolu 
Th 

in for 
pendi 
dicate 
gent. 
Mi 

be su 
Ti 
man 
of th 
that 
Com 
M 
Tent 
befo 

I do 
mitt 
- 

= 
lane 
wa} 
fron 


POF 














S the 


1854. 


e resolution was referred, under the rule, to 
~ mmittee on Printing. 
“a ppURT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 


Phe Speaker laid before the House a communi- | 
von from the Secretary of the Smithsonian In- | 
abt transmitting the annual report of the | 
B dof Regents of that institu'ion, and request- | 
s “that the same be laid before the House of | 
Re resentalives. 
“rhe SPEAKER. The annual report does not | 
wqnany the letter of the Secretary. The 
derstands that there is but one copy. It p aa 
luminous, and is now in the other end PASSAGE OF SENATE BILLS. 
‘the Capitol. ~ 7 Mr. WENTWORTH, of Massachusetts, ob- | 
“Mr. ENGLISH. 1 move that the communi- | tained unanimous consent to make a report from 
-ion and report be laid on the table, and ordered || the Committee on Commerce, and thereupon re- | 
vy be printed; and | move that twenty thousand | ane back to the House, without amendment, | 
extra copies be printed, and that that motion be enate bill (No. 418) entitled **An act creating a | 
veferred to the Committee on Printing. | collection district in Texas and New Mexico.’ 
~ [twas 80 ordered. | Thebill having been read in extenso, was ordered | 
THE GUANO REPORT—AGAIN. | to be read a third time; and was accordingly read | 


Mc. HUNT obtained the floor | the third time, and passed. 


SOLLERS. I rise toa privileged ques- } . 
a “eaclution uibn T pe ccnaen | ported back, with an amendment, Senate bill (No. 


| 
and was accordingly read the third time, and | 
assed. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Some of the gen- | 
tlemen interested in the report made on the guano | 
trade are anxious to have that report printed | 
under the resolution offered by the gentleman from | 
Maryland, (Mr. Sortcers,} and also wish that 
the House should adopt the resolution without 
sending it to the Committee on Printing. 1 will | 
withdraw my objection to that course. 
Mr. WALSH. If that is the guano report, | | 
object. 





qT 


e ( 





ace 
Chair an 


is very V 





oc! took it for granted, to be . upon its pas- || 
sage. 1 did not conceive that there would be a 
motion to refer it. : : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was in the act of || 
putting the question on the adoption of the reso- 
lation, not recollecting at the moment that the 
rules of the House required it to be referred to 
the Committee on Printing, until the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] rose in his place and 
demanded the execution of the rule. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Well, | hope the gentleman Pee tite Otis didn vould. 


from Tennessee will withdraw his objection, and Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to amend the 


let the resolution be put upon its passage. It isa || ,. . a 
very important matter, and one in which the agri- || Oy a Serr ee Wenner ee 


a | purposes.”” t 
ss NTON. of gee by sere ‘ ‘The amendment to the title was agreed to. 


ules be suspended for th f having th Mr. W., from the same committee, next re- 
ee ac its amen + | ported Senate bill (No. 413) constituting Madison, 


Alabama, a port of delivery.” 

The amendment provides that Paducah, in the 
State of Kentucky, Shreveport, in Louisiana, 
and Jeffersonville, in Indiana, shall severally be 
constituted ports of delivery in the collection dis- 
trict of New Orleans. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
read a third time; and was accordingly read the 
| third time, and passed. 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. W., from the same committee, also re- || 


| 425) ** to constitute Tuscumbia, in the State of | 
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porting these bills, which the Committee on Com- 
merce have instructed me to report, but [ have not 
succeeded until the present moment. The House 
will bear me witness that | have occupied but very 
little of their time during the present session. 
These bills are applicable to various sections of 
the country, for the establishment of such ports of 
entry and delivery as the wants of the business of 
those porte have rendered necessary. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illineis. I hope the 


gentleman from Massachusetts will move to sus- 


| pend the rules to enable him to report these bills. 


The SPEAKER. A motion to suspend the 
rules is notin order, from the fact that there is 
already a motion pending to suspend the rules sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from Alabama. The 
question is upon ordering the bill before the House 
to be read a third time. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I now ask leave to 
report another bill of the same character. 

Mr. WALSH. I object. 

Mr. DISNEY obtained the floor. 

Mr.MAXWELL. Thechairman of the Com- 
| mittee on Commerce has several bills of a similar 

character to those just passed, establishing ports 
| of delivery in Florida, which I ask that the gen- 

tleman may be allowed to report. 
| The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
| gentleman from Ohio and the House that the re- 
| port shall be now submitted ? 
| Mr. DISNEY. I cannot yield now. I ask 
| the unanimous consent of the House for leave to 
| report back from the Committee on Public Lands 
| two Senate bills, one in relation to a grant of land 
i heretofore made to the State of Illinois, and the 
|| other in relation to a similar grant made to the 
| State of Wisconsin. The facts in both cases are 
| precisely similar, and the bills are identical in 
| phraseology. The language in both is copied 





The CHAIR. Yes, if a motion could be got || " the State of Indiana, a port of delivery. 


: bill was read in extenso. 
in for that purpose. But there is now a motion The wee 
pending to suspend the rules; and the motion in- Mr. DISNEY. I would inquire of the gentle- 


dicated could only be made by unanimous con- || ™89 from Massachusetts whether these bills are 
: all of the same character ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. They are. 

Mr. DISNEY. Then | hope they will be dis- || 
posed of at once without reading. 

Mr. WALSH. I desire to know of the Chair 
if the gentleman from Massachusetts has a right 
to report all these bills ? 

The SPEAKER. TheChair understood the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, when he asked 
the consent of the House to make a report from | 
the Committee on Commerce, that it was to report 
only a single bill; but the gentleman has several 
which he says he included in the motion. 

Mr. WALSH. Has the gentleman the right 
to have these bills passed ? 

The SPEAKER. If the bills are reported 
from the committee, the gentleman has the right || 
to move to put them upon their passage. 

Mr. WALSH. I object to this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too | 
late to object to this bill, it having been received | 
| and read. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I distinctly stated, when 
I asked the consent of the House, that I wished 
to report several bills from the Committee of Com- | 
| merce, mainly for the establishment of ports of || 
| entry and ports of delivery. 


sent. 

Mr. SOLLERS. Then I move that the rules |) 
be suspended. 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The gentle- 
man from Tennessee objected to the consideration 
of the resolution. The order was therefore made 
that it be referred, as the rules require, to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his objection. As I said 
before, this is a matter of great importance, and 
| doubt whether, if it were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, we could get a report in time. || 

The objection was not withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louis- 
iana (Mr. Hunt] is on the floor, and only gave 
way for explanation on the part of the gentleman || 
from Maryland. 


PORT OF DELIVERY ON LAKE PONTCHAR- 
TRAIN. 

Mr. HUNT. Ionly ask to occupy the atten- 
tion of the House one moment. 1 wish to oblige || 
a friend, and I therefore ask the favor of the || 
House for my colleague, [Mr. Dunsar,] who | 
has been for some time too unwell to occupy his 
place. Sir, an act was committed to his care ‘* to 
establish a port of delivery at Lake Rorton Lake || Mr. JONES,of Tennessee. I moveto refer these 
Pontchartrain, and for other purposes,”’ which || bills to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 
I desire may now be taken up and passed. There || of the Union, and that they be printed, so that the | 
is no objection to it. The bill has passed the || House may see what they are. Wecan then take | 
Senate, and I hope the House will allow it to be || them up and act upon them the next session of |) 
pt upon its passage here. As I said, my col- | Congress. 
eague has been too unwell to attend to the matter Mr. WENTWORTH. 
himself. He has not asked any previous favors || be done. 
from this House. The SPEAKER. The Chair at the moment || 
, ae SPEAKER. What is the number ¢f the || was certainly inattentive to the language used by || 
iif 


the gentleman from Massachusetts, in asking the 
_ Mr. HUNT. It is Senate bill No. 243, and 


consent of the Elouseto make this report, suppos- | 
ac Committee of the Whole on the state of || ing that he desired to report only a single bill. | 
the Union. 


The Chair decides that it is too late to object to 
There being no objection, the Committee of the 


the bill now under consideration, but he will en- 
Whole on the state of the Union was discharged || tertain objections to other bills reported by the | 
from the further consideration of Senate bill (No. 


gentleman, if they are made in time. 
243) “to establish a port of delivery at Lake Port, || Mr. WENTWORTH. lLask the House simply | 
on Lake Pontchartrain, and for other purposes;”’ 


to allow me to say that | have been trying to get the 
and said bill was ordered to be read a third time; || floor for the last three weeks for the purpose of re- 








i hope that will not 





i 
' 


| back and put them on their passage. 


| pose of these bills. 


| from a law in relation to a precisely similar case 
| in regard to the State of Indiana. The Commit- 
} tee on Public Lands have instructed me to ask 
|, the unanimous consent for leave to report them 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would ask 
the gentleman to embrace in his proposition Sen- 
ate bill (No. 352) extending, in certain cases, the 


| provisions of the act entitled ‘*An act to extend 
| préemption rights to certain lands therein men- 
| tioned,’ approved March 3, 1853. 


Mr. DISNEY. 


proposition. 


I must decline the gentleman’s 
1 hope that the House will now dis- 
I repeat, that the facts in 


oth cases are alike. They are precisely similar 


| to a case which occurred in Indiana some years 
| ago. 
, cases has been already fixed. 


The rule for the government of all such 


Mr. EASTMAN. Have not these bills been 
recommended by the Commissioner of the Gen- 


| eral Land Office? 


have. 
object to the gentleman’s 


Mr. DISNEY. The 
Mr. CHASTAIN. t 
proposition, 
Mr. DISNEY. I move, then, that the rules be 
suspended for the purpose which I| have indicated. 
The SPEAKER. There is now pending a 


| motion for the suspension of the rules. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that the 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss) will eon- 
sent to his motion for a suspension of the rules 


|| going over until to-morrow morning, so that we 


may suspend the rules and go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union on the 
Senate amendments to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
propriation bill. I submit the motion to go into 
committee. 


Mr. PECKHAM. 


I ask the unanimous con- 


| sent to report three or four Senate bills merely for 
| reference. 


Mr. JONES. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr,. Coss.| 

Mr. JONES. Is not my motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama withdraw his motion? 

Mr. COBB. I do not, sir. 

Mr. JONES. I insist, then, on the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would ask the gentleman 
to yield to me a moment. 
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Mr. COBB. I cannot just now. If the House 
will allow me, I think that | may make a sugges- 


tion which will meet with the general concurrence. 
Av appeal hes been made to me to lei my motion 
for a suspension of the rules go over until to- 
morrow morning, with a view of the House going 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union on the Senate amendments to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, | have not the 
slightest objection to the proposition. If it be the 
pleasure of the House, I shall even waive those 
rights in which my whole political existence is 
involved. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the motion submitted by the gentle- 
man from Alabama shall go over until to-morrow 
morning ? 

There was no objection; and it was ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr HOUSTON. ‘The gentleman desires to 
ask a committee of conference on a Senate bill. 

Mr. JONES. What bill is it? 

Mr. McMULLIN. It is Senate bill No. 388, 
‘authorizing the extension of the Alexandria 
and Washington railroad into the District of Co- 
lumbia.’’ The House made an amendment tothe 
bill, but the Senate disagreed to that amendment; 
and | now move that the House insist on its 
amendment, and that a committee of conference | 
be appointed on the part of the House to meet a 
like committee on the part of the Senate on the 
disagreeing vote. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I rise to a 
privileged question. I desire to makea report from | 
the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion pending, made by the gentleman from | 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] is of equal privilege. 

Mr. PHELPS. A communication was made | 
from the Senate yesterday, to the House of 
Representatives, showing that the Secretary of the | 
Senate had, by mistake, neglected to engross two | 
amendments to the civil and diplomatic bill. I ask 
that that message may be referred to the Commit- | 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to be 
considered in connection with the civil and diplo- 
matic bill. 

it was so ordered. 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Jones’s | 
motion; and it was agreed to. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
(Mr. Orrin the chair,) and resumed the consid- | 


’ eration of the amendments of the Senate to House 
bill (No. 48) ‘* making appropriations for the ] 
| 


civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1855.” 


The CHAIRMAN. Thecommittee, at its last || 


sitting, had under consideration the eighty-seventh | 
amendment of the Senate, which is in line nine | 
hundred and ninety-three, to strike out ‘* $41,000,’’ | 
and insert as follows: 


Which said salaries shall hereafter be, of the Chief Jus- | 
tice, 47,090, and of the Associate Justices, $6,500 each, 


commencing the present fiscal year, $59,000. 
So as to make the clause read as follows: 


For salaries of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court | 
andeight Associate Judges, which said salaries shall here- | 
after be, of the Chief Justice, $7,000, and of the Associate | , , 
| der. I think the gentleman is speaking upon the 


Justices, $6,500 each, commencing with the present fical 
year, $59,000.” 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Haven] 
proposed to amend the amendment by striking 
out the word ‘* seven,’’ and inserting in lieu there- 
of the word “ six,’’ and to amend also in the same 
line by striking out the word ‘* six,’ and insert- 


ing in lieu thereof ** five,” and in the last line by | 


striking out the word * nine.” 

The question was taken on Mr. Haven’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

‘The question recurred on the Senateamendment. 

Mr, PHILLIPS. 
amendment by reducing the sum one dollar on 
each of the proposed augmentations of salary. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to say to my col- |i neasee said so. 


The Chair thinks that the || on 
| ing more than common justice. 





I propose to amend the | 
= | the one made by the 


_ THE OONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


cae : ; | 
league that, under the circumstances of our having 


so short a portion of the session left to act on all | 
the bills before Congress, I shali insist on the 
Chair administering the rule which requires mem- | 
bers to speak to their amendments. I say so in 
respect to my colleague’s amendment, because | 
know that he will understand and appreciate my 
motive, 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I desire to make a correction | 
in my amendment. I propose to increase the sal- 
aries one dollar, instead of reducing them that | 
amount. I am very well aware of the value of 
the time of the House at this period of the ses- 
sion. I know that there are important bills to be 
perfected, but | also know this, that there is not 
a measure before this House which is, in my esti- 
mation, of more importance than the particular 
amendment which now addresses itself to the at- 
tention of this committee. If there is one branch 
of this Government which should, more than an- 
other, receive the favor of this House, it is the 
Supreme Court, which constitutes a codrdinate 
branch of the Government. The judges of this 
court have no political alliance, and therefore it 
is, | suppose, that no gentlemen on this floor are 
particularly interested in seeing that proper justice 
is done to them. If this were a proposition to 
increase the compensation of the clerks of the 
House, of the pages of the House, or of the 
clerks of the Departments, there would be scores 
of gentlemen ready to stand up and urge the 
House to agree to it. I say,that if the judges 
of the Supreme Court were men of political in- 
fluence, there would not be so few members in 
this House anxious to urge their just claims upon 
us for an increase of salary. Unlikealmost every 
other braneh of the Government, they are cut off 
from the exercise of political influence. They 
hold their sessions remote from us, and remote 
from the society over which they might have in- 
fluence. ‘That is the reason why so few members 
of this House seem disposed to support the Sen- 
ate’s amendment proposing to increase their sal- 








ary; a proposition which seems to me to be noth- 
i Sir, I say if there 
is any one branch of the public service ill-paid, it 
is the service to which I have reference. We have 
propositions to increase the salaries of all other 
officers of the Government. Almost every other 
branch of the public service has succeeded in 
having the salaries of officers increased. Com- 
pare the labor, the responsibilities, the expenses 
attending this position, and you will find that even 
common justice requires, at our hands, that we 
should vote the increase proposed here by the Sen- 
ate and by my motion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 
tleman yield me the floor? 

Mr, PHILLIPS. Yes; you may have the rest 
of my time. 

Mr. STANTON. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Alabama, My object in rising 


Will the gen- 


| at this time is to oppose that amendment, for the 


reason that I am in favor of the original amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

Now, sir, ! presume that it is not necessary 
before this committee—composed as it is of gen- 
tlemen, many of them belonging to the legal pro- 
fession, and all of them sufficiently well ac- 
quainted with the high character and importance 


| of the duties performed by the judges of the Su- 


preme Court of the United States—to refer to 
them. And, sir, I feel that nothing more is ne- 
cessary, if, indeed, so much is necessary, than to 


| say that I believe that the sum pro osed by the 


Senate, as an amendment to this clause, is not 
more than sufficient for 


_Mr. CLINGMAN. 





I rise to a question of or- 


same side with the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. STANTON. No, sir; 1 am opposed to 
his amendment. I contend that the amount ree- 
ommended by the Senate is just the right amount, 
/ and that the one dollar which the gentleman from 
| Alabama proposes to add to’it is one dollar too 

much, me for that reason I am opposed to his 
amendment. That is the point of my argument, 
and I will confine my remarks within the limits of 
proper debate in regard to it, 
Vi ere the hammer fell.} 
r. GROW. Is that speech in opposition to 





entleman from Alabama? 
The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Ten- 
[A laugh. ] 





Mr. PHILLIPS. I withdra mn 
if there is no objection. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I objec 
withdrawal. Let us have a vote when it. wm the 
The question was then taken upon M Pp 
Lips’s amendment; and it was not agreed : ~ 
Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out the 
ate amendment, and insert in lieu thereof the « Sen. 
‘‘and their salary shall be the same as no Words 
scribed by law.”’ I offer this amendment wading 
for the purpose of affording me the oppertene : 
se preetang ey opinion upon theamendmentof,;, 
Senate. ou have had presented to you ~ 
present session of Congress, a plan for the r ’ 
ganization of the judiciary of the United ieee 
Mr. PHILLIPS. I rise to a question of ord, 
The gentleman proposes, by his amendmen, cr 
strike out the amount proposed by the Senate Pe 
to insert in lieu thereof the amount now prescribed 
by law. I ask if a concurrence in the recommend 
ation of the committee, that is to non-concur 
the amendment of the Senate, does not produc 
that very effect? Whether that question js er 
involved in the question of concurrence or nop, 
_ concurrence, and if so, the amendment cannot |, 
in order. = 

Mr.PHELPS. The gentleman from Alabam 

misunderstands my amendment. It is to amend 

| the amendment of the Senate by striking all of it 

_ out, and inserting in lieu thereof the words and 

| aaeee shall be the same as now presecrilje; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the 

amendment, and is of opinion that it is in order. 

|. Mr. PHELPS. At this commencement of this 

| session of Congress you had presented to both 
Houses of Congress a proposition for the reor. 

| ganization of the judiciary of the United States. 

_ Complaints are made to you from every quarter, 

_ of the insufficiency of the salaries of the judges of 
the United States courts. The judges of the dis. 

| trict courts of the United States come here, and 

_ask for an increase of their salaries. The com. 
mittee of this House who were charged with the 

| investigation of this matter, have declared their in. 

| tention to report a bill providing for the reorgan. 

ization of all the courts of the United States, 

Plans were pending, at that time, for the central. 
ization and consolidation of the Supreme Court 

of the United States, in order not to require the 

judges of the Supreme Court of the United States 

| to perform circuit court duties, but to constitute 

another set of judges to perform those dcties, 

| Now, if it is the intention of Congress to consoli- 
date the Supreme Court of the United States, and to 

release them from the performance of circuit court 

duties—and the reason upon which they ask to be 

released from the performance of their circuit court 

| duties, is, that the business of both the Supreme 

Courtand the circuit courts, have greatly increased 

within the last few years—you release them from 

the performance of that class of their duties which 

causes them a great part of their expense, and 

| that is the necessity of traveling over distant por- 
tions of the country in order to hold their circuit 

courts. 

I have another objection to the increase of these 

salaries. I object to the enlargement of the sil- 
aries in this manner. I object to a minority, or 
at least to but a small majority of the committe 
fastening upon the civil and diplomatic bill an 
| amendment providing for the increase of salaries, 
| a subject which legitimately and properly belongs 
| to another and a separate bill. If you are going 
| to reorganize the judiciary, in the bill for tha! 
purpose you should fix the salaries of the judges, 
and graduate the salaries of the different grades of 
judges as you believe to be right and proper. Do 
not let the salaries of the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States alone be here raised, 
and thereby allow it to be said that partiality has 
been shown to those judges. Many of the judges 
of the district courts receive but a thousand dol- 
lars a year, and others only fifteen hundred, who, 
in the discharge of their duties, and oftentimes 0 
consequence of the absence of the judges of the 
Supreme Court, who properly hold the circuit 
courts, have to hold the circuit courts and per 
form the duties of the judges of those courts. 
Now, then,-you propose to make an invidious 
distinction. “You propose that the salaries of the 
Supreme Court judges shall be increased, while 
/ you do not 
| another eq 


W my amendmen, 








ropose to increase the salaries of 
y Meritorious class of citizens and 
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torious officers at all. That is the 
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| now state, and come down to the gentleman’s com- 
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of theSupreme Court must have varied, extensive, 


vant equa poriey, oppose the amendment. | prehension, good as it is. I have no doubt that || and profound attainments; and he must especially 
reason TONES, of Tennessee. lam opposed to || one of our present judges has to travel eleven || be learned in all the departments of his high pro- 
r - sendment, and to every other amendment | thousand miles, nd pay $900 as traveling ex- || fession. And, Mr. Chairman, all these attain- 
HI , a be offered to this proposition. The Com- | penses. Judges get no mileage. He has, pa }} ments and this learning cannot be acquired by the 
eee of Ways and Means have recommended a | to pay $500 as traveling expenses out of his sal- || ablest man ina period short of fifteen or twenty 

Sen. P concurrence in this amendment, and this | ary of $4,500. Besides, out of this $4,000, he has || years; for, whatever may be the force of natural 
rds symmittee are as competent to vote upon the || to pay in the city of Washington $3,000a year for || genius, labor, and study, and experience are neces- 
pre. whole proposition now as they would be if they | the house which covers him, and there is left then || Sary for the acquisition of the knowledge indis- 
rely were to discuss it under the five-minute rule for | $1,000 to supply his table, and to support and | pensable to a judge. Properly estimating that 
ay ‘ne balance of the day. 1 am opposed to the || educate his family, and I put it to the committee, knowledge so requisite to the administration of 


wendment, and ask that the vote may be taken || and to the honorable gentleman from Georgia | 
- himself, whether this pittance is proper compen- 
sation fora Judge of the Supreme Court of the 


United States. 


| public justice, and knowing how few possess it 
fully, we should take care to keep the door of 
|, honor open to the competent by offering such sal- 


- ie SMITH, of Virginia. I suppose the 
. -neech made by the member of the Committee of 


wavs and Means, who has just taken his seat, 
phe ded as . backer to that of his colleague 
Committee of oe and Means, [Mr. 
and that it is in order to speak in oppo- 


was inten 
ypon the 
PHELPS] 
guon. : . 

” Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a question 
forder. What is there before the committee that 
th from Virginia can speak upon? 


the gentleman 
Mr. SMITH. I submit that the gentleman 


The committee then have the facts as to one of 
these judges. 1 shall not comment on the salary 
paid Chief Justice Taney. He is known, re- 


While we all participate in the burdens of in- 
creased expenditure, are these high functionaries 


necessary to their support? And I say to this com- 


of the Government to be denied what is absolutely | 


|| aries as may operate upon their ambition to aspire 


to and accept the exalted and dignified office of a 


|| judge. The salary of a judge of the Supreme 
|, Court should at least be sufficient to maintain him 
spected, and beloved; yet he and his family are | 


unable to live on the salary which he now receives. | 


and his family according to the condition in which 
he stands in society. His expensesare necessarily 


|| large. He must receive and entertain the mem- 


bers of the bar, and other distinguished and learned 
persons who will feel disposed to visit him. And 


| if he has children they must be liberally educated, 
|| and supported in a manner suitable to his high 
position. Gentlemen should bear in mind too, 
the severe and constant duties of the judge. His 
|| life is* devoted to labor by day and by night, by 
| the light of the sun, and by the light of the lamp. 
|| While others are indulging in recreation and en- 
|| joyment, he is poring over books of ancient and 


. fom Tennessee did not speak in opposition to the || mittee that one of the judges, feels, that instead of 
ventieman from Missouri. The gentleman from | the Government supporting him, he is helping to | 
\lissouri proposes to allow the salaries of the | supportthe Government. He lays out $3,000 in | 
‘udges to remain as they are. The gentleman || house-rent, $500 as traveling expenses, in going 
it ‘rom Tennessee proposes to do the same thing. | over a distance of eleven thousand miles, and has 
~The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from || $1,000 left for the support and education of his 
Tennessee proposes to accomplish the same object family. Will you not increase this man’s salary, 
by a different course. ‘ | and at least leave him $2,500, the amount proposed || modern learning, examining and developing the 
‘Mr.Pueps’s amendment was then disagreed to. | by my amendment? Is the allowance an unreason- | principles of his noble science, and weighing those 
Mr. SMITH. I now propose to reduce the able one? Can any member refuse the proposition || things which are proper to form a perfect judg- 
amounts appropriated in this amendment to $6,500 | his vote in view of all the circumstances ? || ment for his country, and all parties that appear 
for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and to || Mr. SEWARD. I am opposed to increase of || before his tribunal. 
| pay for this reason: The Judges of the Supreme 


] 


000 for the Associate Judges. 


#6 : 
Mr. Chairman, if I can get the ear of the com- 
mittee for a few moments, | think what I have to 
say will not be entirely unprofitable. 1 suppose 
the American people, as well as the American 
Congress, ought to be disposed, and are disposed, | 
to place these high functionaries in an independent 


| Court are not responsible to the peuple of this || 


_ country, and it sometimes happens that in the ex- 
ercise of the power with which they are clothed, 
they commit great outrages on the people’s rights. 


to them under the Constitution of the United 





|| yer usually earns by his practice at the bar. 
|| is not uncommon for a distinguished lawyer in 
|| any of our large cities, and even elsewhere, to 
They sometimes use power which does not belong || 


In estimating what is a proper salary for a judge 
we should not lose sight of what an eminent law- 


It 


earn $15,000 or $20,000 a year. While this is 


the case, it is certainly but fair that the judge 





he position. They are intrusted with the highest | States. We have had a recent instance of the || should receive at least the salary proposed in the 
n- ‘yrisdiction. hey have the gravest duties to || exercise of such power, and the only way in i amendment of the Senate. _ ’ 
Ns alent and they should never know the pressure which we can control this branch of the Govern- || But there are other considerations which rec- 
8, - pecuniary wants. They should be placed be- || ment is to refuse to increase itspay. Let usteach || ommend the amendment. A judge should be 
I yond the reach of temptation. Their salaries || them that while they are not directly responsible | independent in his circumstances. He ought not 
rt ought to be sufficient to make them perfectly || to the people, they are, at least, dependent on the || to be troubled and harassed by pecuniary cares. 
le independent. || peo le of this country for their salaries. ei He should be free and ready at all times, to de- 
; [ig -M-SEWARD. I ries to a.questionahonder. || 2) Tht ‘meeeu:y ie ia-porieecy apparent to |{ canee that enwme belire Wn for bie decision, “And 
e o i} a . . \ ° 
, Mr. SMITH. Oh, I hope the — oaae) the members of this committee that he Ae under- || he should also be independent through his salary, 
- Georgia will allow me to go on without interrup- || taken to assume to himself the responsibility of || so as to be beyond temptation and beyond suspi- 
0 — eoniie : || the entire legislation of this country. (Laughter.] || cion. He ought so to be provided for, as not only 
rt Mr. SEWARD. I insist upon my point of || He has set up for himself a higher order of intel- || to be able to maintain his family properly, but to 
¢ a ba ary me rete i ns a | lect than anybody else is willing to accord to || command the entire confidence of his fellow citi- 
rt salaries oF the Judges, and he is Making a speech || him, [renewed laughter;} and | want the gentle- || zens in the uprightness and disinterestedness of 
¢ in favor of increasing them. : \} man _ smpealt kearvert much he seek kaaiea || his action. . 
d The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not been | to read lectures to other people, that when he un- || And now, looking upon this matter practically, 
n able to hear a word the gentleman from Virginia j dertakes to read them to me he must do it respect- we all know that the expenses of living have in- 
has said, and, therefore, cannot decide whether he | fully. 1 have sought to injure the feelings of no || creased greatly in Washington of late years, and 
d is in order or not. || one. I have treated all respectfully, and I shall || that if a judge who has a family, rears up his 
. Mr. SMITH. Why I go for increasing the || not tolerate disrespect from the gentleman from || children ere, where he is obliged to spend so 
t amount of these salaries. | Virginia, or anybody else. When I am the ag- || much of his time, he can with difficulty meet his 
Mr.SEWARD. But the amendment was the || gressor, and do wrong, [ shall acknowledge it. | expenses, unless he is possessed of a private 
e other way. || Mr. SMITH. Will the gentleman yield tome || fortune. Now, then, 1 would ask, is the office 
, Mr.SMITH. My amendment is to reduce the || a moment? to be kept open only to the wealthy? Are the 
r amount fixed in the Senate amendment, but to|} Mr.SEWARD. Certainly. | wise, the virtuous, and the learned, who have 
¢ increase that allowed under existing law. But,|| Mr. SMITH. I will ask the gentleman if it is || lived regardless of worldly pelf, and who have 
sir, 1 am making my argument to those in this || not disrespectful to get up here, and say that an || not accumulated riches, to be excluded from the 
\ committee who can appreciate it. | argument, addressed in support ofa proposition, is || bench. Is this Democratic doctrine? Is this a 
s Mr. SEWARD. Tioubt very much whether | not in support of that preposition? doctrine for the government of science? No, sir; 
g anybody in this committee can appreciate the || Mr. SEWARD. The gentleman said that my || let us be just and liberal. Let us appreciate learn- 
speeches of the gentleman from Virginia at all || comprehension was so dull that he knew I could || ing. Let us fairly compensate labor. Let us se- 
’ times. (Laughter. ] | not appreciate the argument. | cure independent men for the judgment seat, men 
f Mr. SMITH. I am very sure that is the con- || The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from || above suspicion, men who will faithfully devote 
d dition of the gentleman from Georgia. But, sir, || Georgia must confine himself to the amendment. || their time to the business of their great office. 
, to proceed: And as I find it necessary to repeat|| Mr.SEWARD. Having said thus muck,! || But, it has been urged asa reason against an 
" the remarks I have already made, | hope what || propose to say nothing more. | increase of salary, that the judges are not respon- 
time has already been consumed will not be taken | he question was taken upon Mr. Smirn’s || sible to the people. Not responsible to the peo- 
out of my five minutes. [ was saying that it was | amendment; and it was rejected. _ || ple! Is this true, constitutionally? Sir, they are 
- the very highest duty of the American people,|| Mr. HUNT. I move to increase the salaries responsible to the people as long as they are re- 
, and of the American Congress, to place these high | in the amendment $1,000. ’ _ sponsible to the organs constituted by the people 
] functionaries in a position pecuniarily which shall My object in addressing the committee is to || to impeach and to try them in case of delinquency. 
‘ place them entirel Beyond the reach of tempta- || support the proposition of the Senate, although I || But, | would ask, if you diminish the salaries of 
t tion. They should never become embarrassed in | do not deem the amount moved in addition to that || judges, do you thereby increase their responsi- 
F the discharge of their high and grave duties by || recommended by the Senate, at all too large. As bility? If you adopta pitiful salary which would 
. the wants of life. I said that in this view of the | wise and enlightened legislators we should duly || only be received by a mean, an ignorant, and an 
3 subject all of us would be prepared to do what || appreciate the learning, virtue, and ability of the | incompetent man, do ou thereby increase the 
e was right and proper. \ ja es of the Supreme Court, who only attain || responsibility of the judicial office? 
4 he question is just this: Is the salary which their elevated position after a life of great labor— Here the hammer fell.} tani 
i they are now receiving sufficient to place them in || the lucubrationes viginti annorum—the study, the | r. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise simply 


this situation? I was going on to state, and I will |) reflections, and practice of many years. A judge || to say that | am opposed to the amendment of the 
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gentleman from Louisiana, and [ hope the vote 
will be taken on the amendment, as I desire to 
offer another as soon as it is disposed of. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hunt’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 propose the 
following amendment to the amendment of the 
Senate: 

And the salary of the judge of the orphans? court in the | 
Disinet of Columbia, shall be $2,000. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I submit a ques- 
tion of order in respect to thisamendment. Itis on 
a different subject entirely. It has no connection | 
with the Supreme Court; and it proposes to change 
the existing law. 

Tie CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the | 
question of order raised by the gentleman from | 
‘Tennessee, and rules the amendment of his col- | 
leavue out of order. 

Mr.McMULLIN. I move to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate by reducing the increase $900 
in each case, 

I shall not detain the committee five minutes; 
but I desire to call the attention of the committee 
to this important fact: This civil and diplomatic 
bill was originally intended to make appropria- | 
tions. It was notintended to be made the medium | 
for the increase of salaries. 

Mr. HUNT. Lask if the gentleman isin order? | 
I object to his proceeding in this argument, as he | 


1s not speaking to his amendment. | 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has hardly proceeded far enough for the 
Chair to determine whether he is in order or not. 

sut the Chair has been appealed to by three dif- 
ferent gentlemen to enforce the rule, and the Chair 
will feel himself constrained to doso. The Chair, 
therefore, hopes that the gentleman from Virginia 
will confine himself strictly to the explanation of 
his amendment. | 

Mr. McMULLIN. I shall do so. Now, it 
occurs to me, that this amendment of the Senate 
should not have been put into this bill. This is 
an appropriation bill, and is not tobe madea 
nauional omnibus to carry through this House all 
the amendments of a character similar to this. 

Mr. HUNT. I respectfully repeat my ques- 
tion of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. The gentleman has made 
his speech; and the call to order comes with a bad 
grace from him. I hold that the salaries of the 
judges of the Supreme Court are now amply suf- 
ficient for them. When the President, who rules 
over this great nation, is unable to find men com- 
petent to discharge these duties, for the salaries 
now provided, then, and then only, it will be time 
for gentlemen to act upon this doctrine for an in- 
crease of the salaries of the judges. Sir, when- 
ever a vacancy happens in the office of a judge, 
either in a State or a Territory, you find swarms 
of applicants coming forward with recommenda- 
tions of appointment for that office. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would inform 
the gentleman that the rule requires that he should 
confine his remarks to the amendment. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. That was what [ was 
doing. I was attempting to show that it is not 
necessary to increase the salaries of the judges; 
and is it not a legitimate argument to that end, to 
show that when there is a vacancy in the office of 
one of these judges, you find swarms of persons 
sons seeking the appointment to the vacancy? 

1 admit that these gentlemen live a life of labor, 
and that they are gentlemen of high legal qualifi- 
cations and attainments. But have you ever 
known a judge resign his office on account of the 
inadequacy of his salary? Has the gentleman 
from New Orleans [Mr. Hunt] ever known an 
instance of that sort! 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, (in his seat.) 
I have known such cases. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, the gentleman is a 
rare man. 

But aside from that matter, I hold, Mr. Chair- 
man, that the committee ought not now to in- 
crease thesesalaries, You have before the House 
a general bill providing for the increase of the 
judges’ salaries generally. Now, this whole mat- 
ter of salaries should be settled in connection with 
that bill. Let this civil andjdiplomatic bill have 
as few amendments attached to it as possible. 

[ere the hammer fell.] 

r. HOUSTON. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia, and | am 
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a to any other amendment which may be | 
offered to the Senate amendment. I want to get | 
to a vote immediately upon the question of con- 
currence or non-concurrence. | appeal to the 
committee to proceed atoncetoa vote. We have | 
much other and important business connected | 
withf this bill, and | doubt not all of our minds 
are made up upon this question. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. McMut- 
Lin’s amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon concurrence 
in the Senate amendment, 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tell- | 
ers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kwox and | 
So_iers were appointed. 

‘The question was taken, and the tellers report- | 
ed—ayes 56, noes 80. 

So the Senate amendment was non-concurred | 
in. 

Eighty-eighth amendment: 

For compensatien of the district judge of the southern | 


district of California, commencing the 23d of January, | 
1854, $4,028 88. 


Mr. PARKER. I havea proposition to amend | 
that amendment, which I think will meet with | 
universal approbation in this committee, It is in | 

| reference to the regulation of the salaries of the | 
| district judges of the United States. | send up | 


have it read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
| wish to have his amendment read, | will make a 
point of order upon it now. 
stated what it is. 

Mr. PARKER. Ido wish to have it read. I 
move to add at the end of the Senate amendment 
the following: 


the following yearly salaries, to be paid quarterly from the 
Treasury of the United States, to wit: 

The judges of the districts of the States of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Isiana, Connecticut, Dela- 
ware, New Jersey, lowa, and Wisconsin, $2,000. 

The judge of the northern district of Florida, $2,250. 

The judges of the western district of Virginia, North 
| Carolina, eastern, western, and middle districts of Ten 
| nessee, northern and southern districts of Mississippi, 
western district of Pennsylvania, western district of Lou- 
isiana, Texas, Kentucky, Olio, indiana, Missouri, eastern 
| and western districts of Arkansas, Lllinois, and Michigan, 
| $2,500. 
| The judges of the districts of Georgia, South Carolina, 
| eastern district of Virginia, northern district of New York, 
| northern and southern districts of Alabama, $2,750. 

The judges of the districts of Maryland, Massachusetts, 
| eastern districtof Pennsylvania, southern district of Flor- 
ida, and southern district of California, $3,000, 

The judge of the eastern district of Louisiana, $3,500. 
| The judge of the southern district of New York, $3,750. 
The judge of the northern district of California, g5,000. 
| Mr. HOUSTON I now raise a question of 
| order upon that amendment. It proposes to in- 
| crease the salaries of the district judges. The 
amendment of the Senate, to which it is offered, 
makes appropriation for the increase of the salaries 
in pursuance of alaw passed the present session 
of Congress, and is, therefore, a proper and legit- 
| imate appropriation to be inserted in a general 
| appropriation bill. There is no law authorizing 
| the increase proposed in the amendment of the 
genueman from Indiana. I submit, therefore, 
that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. PARKER. 
the question of order. 


- Mr. HOUSTON. I ob- 


ect. 
4 Mr. PARKER. This is for the compensation 
of district judges. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
| diana cannot proceed with his reasons except by 
| the unanimous consent of the committee. 
gentleman takes an appeal from the decision of 
| the Chair, he can state the grounds of his appeal. 
Mr. PARKER. I do appeal, and upon this 
ground. The amendment of the Senate is to pro- 
| vide for the compensation of a district judge. My 
amendment is to provide for the compensation of 
other district judges. The amendment is, there- 
fore, germane upon its face. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
gentleman is arguing his amendment, and not 
stating the grounds of his appeal. 


| 
} 


It is not debatable. 


salaries of the judges of the courts in California 
are already fixed by law. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


} 
| 


= 


|, Chair was sustained, the tellers having r 


my amendyent to the Clerk’s desk, and ask to || 
If the gentleman does not | 


The gentleman has || 


And that the judges of the district courts of the United | 
States shail receive, as Compensation for their services, | 


1 desire to say a word upon || 


f the |! 


Mr. PARKER. I will observe, further, that the 





_ August 1, 
order. He is arguing his amendment. Th 
ference between the amendments is very c} a 

Mr. PARKER. There is no differesa 
ever —- them. weet. 

Mr. KERR. I ask for tellers 

Tellers were not ordered. “pon the ®Ppea| 

The question was taken; and on 
there were—ayes 56, noes 46; no quorum 

Mr. BELCHER. I demand tellers. — 

The CHAIRMAN. Tellers have been refi 
but they may be, by unanimous consent ere 
dered. oe 

There was no objection. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mc 
Cox were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the decis 


a division 


Na ang 


i0N Of ths 
eported— 


ayes 70, noes 56. 
The question was then taken; and the 
_ment of the Senate was concurred in. 


amend. 


|  Ejighty-ninth amendment: 


Strike out ‘ $12,300,” and insert “ $19,900,» 


8 h 
paragraph will read: tha the 
For salaries of the Attorney General, and the Clerks ang 


| messenger in his office, $19,900. 


|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committes of 


Ways and Means recommend a NON-Concurrence 
in the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Ninetieth amendment: 

Insert at the end of the clause, “ For salary of the . 
porter of the Decisions of the Supreme Court, $1,300.» the 
words “ ifonly one voluine of the reports shall be publisheg 
|| and in case the Supreme Court shall direct him to pubj *h 

two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for each volume * 
|| published ;’? so as to make it read: 
|| For salary of the reporter of the Decisions of the Sy. 

| preme Court, $1,300, if only one volume of the reports shall 

be published; and in case the Supreme Court shajj direct 

him to publish two volumes, then the sum of $) 300 for 
|| each volume so published. 


} 

| Mr. PECKHAM. I move to strike out the 
| Senate amendment. I think that we are getting 
reports enough from this Supreme Court, as we) 
} 


as from other courts; and from the specimen we 
| have had of the reports of that court, 1 do not 
_ think that we ought to offer a premium to increase 
‘the number. I think that in the reports of the 
| Supreme Court of the United States already pub. 
| lished, there is a greater quantity of chaff for the 
| same quantity of wheat than in any other reports, 
| We have reports of the argument, of all the pa- 
| pers and pleadings, making sometimes one case 
| constitute a volume. I hope that the commitice 
| in this case will not offer a premium, at least s 
| far as the latter clause of this section is concerned. 
| The latter part of the clause proposes, that if the 
| Supreme Court shall direct him to publish two 
| volumes, then the sum of $1,300 shall be paid jor 
| each volume so published. I move to strike out 
| the latter part of the clause. I have no objection 
| to the first part. I would much rather give him 
| $2,000, if he would publish but one volume, than 
| $3,000 if he published two. The less of these 
|| reports we have in this extended form the better 
| for the country and the profession. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 suppose that the 
committee, after the very high-wrought eulogy 
proacaace upon this Supreme Court, will a 
' least trust them to say whether they will have one 
| or two volumes of these decisions printed. 
| Mr. PECKHAM. [ask for a division of the 
question. 
| TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from New 
| York (Mr. Peckuam] proposes to strike out the 
|| Senate amendment. 

_ Mr.PECKHAM. I will withdraw my ameni- 
ment, as | have no objection to allowing the vole 
' to be taken on concurring or non-concurring with 
| the Senate amendment. 

Mr. WALSH. I renew the amendment, an! 
call for a division of the question. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New 
York proposes to strike out from the Senate 

amendment all after the word ‘ published,” of 
|| the following words: 

And in case the Supreme Court shall direct him to pu> 
lish two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 for each volume 
| a0 published. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the gentlemen 
will just non-concur with the Senate amendment, 
they will accomplish the object they have in view. 
| In the original bill passed by the House, the ap 

propriation for the salary of the reporter of the 

decisions of the Supreme Court was fixed 











I must call the gentleman to $1,300, upon the presumption that he was to pub- 
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! 
-one volume. If you non-concur in the | 
a » amendment, you have the thing as it was | 
~winally passed. yas pgs \ 
-, WALSH. [do not insist upon it, if it is 
netiv understood that it leaves the proposition | 

ved in the first two lines. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. i| 


Ninety-first amendment: 


a forty three, line one thousand and thirty-five, strike 
wes word “ten,” and insert in lieu thereof the words 
} ce w' 


cof the. 

The clause, as amended, reads: 

for salaries of #ix of the additional clerks, &c. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee || 
¢ Ways and Means recommend a concurrence | 
» the amendment. ‘ 
“The amendment was concurred in. | 

Ninety-second amendment: 

+ ine one thousand and forty strike out ‘ $10,800,” and 

sort jn lreu thereof ** $6,000.” 

rhe clause, as amended, reads: 

For salaries of six of the additional clerks, authorized by 
she acta of August 6, 1846, August 12, 1848, March 3, 1851, || 
and August dl, 1852, 86,000, r 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 

that amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-third #mendment: 

For one additional clerk in the office of the assistant 
ireasurer at Boston, Massachusetts, $1,200, 

Mr. JONES, of Tenifessee. The Committee || 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendmént was concurred in. | 


Ninety-fourth amendment: 

Page one thousand and forty five strike out ‘ for salary 

ohief clerk to the assistant treasurer at New York, 
¢},600,” and insert in lieu thereof the following : 
” Porclerks, messenger, and watchmen in the office of the 
assistant treasurer at New York, $13,900. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in the amendment. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
Ninety-fifth amendment: 
Page forty-six, line one thousand one hundred and ten, 





after the word ** dollars,’’ add the following: 
And the Seeretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, || 
authorized to contract for the construction of a custom- 


house on said site, to include accommodations for a post 
office and United States court room, at a cost not exceeding 
£200,000. 


The clause, as amended, reads: 


To purchase a site for custom house at Providence, Rhode 
Island, $24,000, and the Secretary of the Treasury, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island. I propose to 
amend the amendment of the Senate by increas- 
ing the appropriation $100. 

| would not rise at this time in the House to ask 
this appropriation for the city of Providence, if I 
did not see that every other city of equal size in 
this whole Republic, and under similar circum. 
stances as those under which Providence stands 
has received apprppsintiges as large as that askel | 
for. Some of no more than half the population 
have received appropriations amounting to that 
which is asked for Providence. And I do not see 
why we should be singled out at this.time to be 
excluded from the common benefits conferred on 
other cities. 

The revenues paid to the national Treasury 
from this port in Rhode Island has amounted to 
$10,000,000, and we have never from the first re- 
ceived any appropriations for a custom-house, 
save of about $8,000, by which the present build- 
ing was erected. We ask but one fiftieth part 
of the revenues received there in that long time 
to erect a building necessary for the business of 
the city. This building is designed to accommo- 
date not merely the custom-house, but the post 
office, and the courts of the United States. The 
site has been selected, having three of its sides 
fronting streets; and you cannot put up a cheap 
orsmall building to meet the increase of business, 
and afford suitable accommodation for all these || 
departments. 

[ think in view of these facts, that the city of 
Providence and the State of Rhode Island, though | 

she isa small State, should be treated as other 
cities and States are, which collect equal revenues. 
l ask that, and nothing more. I ask the Com- 








| appropriation. 


| entitied to anything less than that? 
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mittee of Ways and Means to show mea single 
city in this whole country on the seaboard, with 
an equal population and revenue, where an 
amount near to this has not already been appro- 
a saree or 18 not in the progress of appropriation? 

Ve have already a site, and | ask what we are to 
do with it, if you do not allow us an appropriation 


|| to erecta building thereon? 


Now, sir, allow me to makea statement of facts, 
which will show the propriety of making such an 
The city of Charleston, with a 
population not larger than ours, has already had 
$1,000,000 appropriated for a custom-house at that 
point. She collects a larger revenue than Provi- 
dence does, and I do not say she is not entitled to 
a larger appropriation than Providence. But the 


| question is, is she entitled to three, four, or five 


times as much as we are? We do not object to 


what she has, but justice compels us to say that | 
| if she is entitled to $1,500,000, and it will require 


that sum at least to complete hers, the city of Prov- 
idence may fairly ask for $200,000. The city of 


Richmond, with a population of twenty-seven | 


thousand, and a revenue about equal to ours, has 
had appropriated for her $250,000. Is Providence 
Mobile with 
about the same population, and with not much 
larger revenue, has also received $250,000. In 
speaking of these places, I speak of their popula- 
tion as shown by the census of 1850. The popu- 
lation of Providence now, is fifty thousand. Mo- 
bile with a population of twenty thousand in 1850, 
has received $250,000, and Providence, it seems 


| to me, is the only place which gentlemen are will- 


ing to cutoff. Is it because she isa small State? 


That is no reason why this injustice should be || 


done, and I appeal to gentlemen from the large 
States to sustain us in this matter, and give us 
their aid. We have not asked anything before 
and we only ask now for a fiftieth part of the reve- 
nue which has been collected in that city, to erect 
a building which shall be useful and elegant. 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not expect to engage 
in any debate growing up in reference to these 
custom-houses. | expressed my views very fully 
when this subject was up in connection to another 
bill; but I feel bound, in justification of the action 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, to pre- 


| sent the facts bearing upon this case. 


(The committee here rose informally, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message 
was received from the Senate, by Aspury Dicx- 


ins, Esq., their Secretary, informing the House | 


that the Senate had 


assed a bill of the House, for 
the relief of Daniel 


teenrod, with an amendment, 


in which he was directed to ask the concurrence | 


of the House. } 

Mr. HOUSTON, (resuming.) The gentleman 
from Rhode Island, | think, makes an entire mis- 
take in the manner in which he discusses this 
amendment. He speaks of the population of his 


city in comparison with that of other places. The | 
amount of revenue collected at Providence is | 


about $65,000 a year, while at Richmond the 
amount of revenue collected is more than $150,000; 
and at Mobile it is over $100,000. So the com- 


mittee will see that the gentleman fails in his ar- | 


gument whenever he refers to the amount of pop- 
ulation of the cities, and loses sight of the amount 
of business which is done at these several points. 
It is the matter of the amount of business done at 
any of these cities, taking into consideration, at 
the same time, the number of persons in the em- 
ploy of the Government the, which makes it 
necessary to have these custom-houses at all. 
Besides, the Committee of Ways and Means 
recommended an appropriation, which was adopted 
by the House, and which goes to the full extent 
of the recommendation of the Secretary of the 


Treasury. The recommendation of the Secretary | 


of the Treasury at the commencement of the 
present Congress, was in these words: 
©On a full examination of the city of Providence, no 


suitable site could be obtained for a new ee. house jor 


a less sum than $40,000; and if a new cust house is tp be 
erected, it would be bad economy to build on an improper 
site. 

** The Department being satisfied that a proper site will 


| cost that amount, has asked for $24,000 in addition to the 


$16,000 already appropriated, in order to bring the subject 
to the attention of Congress, and recommending the appro- 


|| priation for that purpose, and of that amount.’’ 


In this bill, preceding the amendment of the 
Senate, gentlemen will perceive that there is an 
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| appropriation of $24,000 for this purpose, which 
is the amount the Secretary of the Treasury asked 
for. But, sir, this amendment is based upon no 
recommendation or estimate of the Secretary of 
the Treasury—at least upon none that has ever 
come before the Committee of Ways and Means, 
or become a part of the records of the House. 

| Then, again, at the last session of Congress, we 


made an approprietion, which. is in the following 
language: 


“* For the purchase of land additional to the present cus 
| tom-house lot at Providence, Rhode Isiand, 316,000; and 
| for the erection of a new custom-house at said port, which 
shali@e so constructed and arranged as to furnish a suitable 
room for the United States circuit and district courts, with 
the necessary offices for district judge, clerk, marshal, &c, 
$34,000: Provided, That the entire cost of such additional 

| site and building shall in no event exceed the sum hereby 
apprupriated.’’ 

But, in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury at the present session, it was stated that 
| & proper site could not be obtained for the amount 

appropriated. The Secretary of the Treasury 
asked that a further appropriation of $24,000 
| should Je granted for that purpose. The Com- 
mittee Wf Ways and Means recommended, and 
the House agreed, that that additional amount 
| should .be appropriated; making, in all, $74,000 
| for completing the building for a custom-house, 
court-room, &e. It is true that further appropri- 
| atiuns were asked for all these custom-houses, but 
| the committee recommended this. 
Now, sir, | have no feeling in relation to the 
/matter. I do not care whether the committee 
| agrees to this amendment or not. But I ask that 
| the vote shall be taken. 
Mr. Davis’s amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island, moved a pro 
| forma amendment, and said: Mr. Chairman, ! de- 
|| sire to state that when the calculations were made 
| for the first building in Providence, it was con- 
| templated to build only a custom-house. But on 
| an examination of the city, it was found that the 
| sum appropriated for the purchase of a site, would 
| not purchase a proper one. The Department, 
| therefore, recommended an additional approprin- 
tion for a site. I will state, however, that this 
appropriation, which it is now proposed to make, 
| is for a custom-house, court-room, and post of~ 
| fice—the same as the other custom-houses which 
|| have been provided for. 

Now, one word in reference to another subject. 
The gentleman says the revenue collected at the 
city of Providence is not as great as that collected 
in other cities. Now, sir, the revenue collected 
there is more than it is in two or three other cities 
where custom-houses are established. The reve- 
nues collected at Providence are about the same 
that they are in Richmond, and they are more 
than they are in some of the other cites. They 
| are larger than they are in Louisville. They are 
| larger, so far as those from the post office is con- 
| cerned, and that is a point that should not be over- 
| looked. 

They have about fifty officials there, and that is 
‘| much more than you will find in many of these 
| custom-houses. They have about twenty-five 
connected with the custom-house proper, about 
| fifteen in the post office, and ten or twelve con- 





| nected with the courts; so that we stand on as good 
footing as most of the places where custom houses 
| are established. Sir, the city of Providence 1s 
important enough in point of revenue, in point of 
population, and in point of wealth to demand the 
erection of this building, and | hope this House 
as a matter of justice, will adopt the amendment. 

I appeal to the generosity of the House, while 
they are appropriating more than $2,000,000 for 
the West, that they should do something for the 
East. The East is entitled to some consideration 
as well as the West. It is true that the sun sete 
| in the West, but it is equally true that it risee in 
| the East. We only ask for thie littleamount, and 
I trust it will be granted. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not intend to submit 
anargument. I have said all that I desire to on 
| the question under consideration. In answer to 

the gentleman from Rhode Island, I would refer 
| him to the law, which is in these words: 

* For the purchase of land additional to the present cus 
tom- house lot at Providence, Rhode Isiand, 316,000 ; and 
for the erection of a new custom-house at said port, which 
shall be so constructed and arranged as to furnish a suitable 

| room for the United States circuit and district courts, with 


the necessary offices for district judge, clerk, marshal, &c., 
| $34,000: Provided, That the entire cost of such additional 
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site and building shall, in no event, exceed the sum hereby 
appropriated.’”’ 

So the gentleman is evidently mistaken. 

Mr. DAVIS. It could not be made. 

Mr. Davis’s amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on concurrence in the 
Senate’s amendment. 

Mr. THURSTON. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasuspurn, 
of Maine, and Pratt, were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was concurred in; the tellers 


having reported—ayes 69, noes 53. || 


a 

Ninety-sixth amendment: 

For the rebuilding of the custom-house, Portland, Maine, 
including accommodations fer a post office and rooms for 
the United States courts, $200,000. 

Mr. HAVEN. The committee recommend a 
concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. FULLER. I propose the following amend- 


ment, to come in at the end of the clause just 
read: 


That $3,600 of the above sum, which was apprd@mated in 
the civil and diplomatic bill of 1850, be hereby reappropriated 
for the purpose of repairs, alterations, and furniture, for 


_ custom-house at Castine, in the collection district of 
-enobscot. 

in explanation of that amendment, I have this 
to say, that by the appropriation act of 1850, in 
the civil and diplomatic bill, the sum named in my 
amendment was appropriated for repairs at that 

lace. 
, Mr. WALSH. Is the amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion that the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. FULLER. The amendment I offer is a 
distinct and independent amendment. It makes | 
a reappropriation of the sum of money which was 
appropriated in a former bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it 


sition, 

Mr. FULLER. I offer it as a distinct, inde- 
pendent proposiuon, to carry out an existing pro- | 
vision of law. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not in order to any 
amendment which the Senate has sent back to the 
House. 

Mr. FULLER. I would ask whether the 
amendment would be in order at any other por- || 
tion of the bill, Itis clearly within the meaning | 
of the rule, that the appropriation must be made | 
in accordance with an existing law. {| 


The CHAIRMAN. That may be true, and | 
the amendment may have been perfectly in order || 
to the original bill orinthe Senate. But the com- || 
mittee are now engaged in the consideration of the | 
Senate amendments, and the Chair decides that | 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from | 
Maine is not in order to the amendment of the | 
Senate, 

Mr. LENDSLEY. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

To inerease the salary of the custom hyuse officer at 
Sandusky, so as to make it $1,250, equal to that of the col- | 
lector at Detroit. } 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, It changes exist- 
ing law. 

The CHAIRMAN. TheChair thinks that the 
amendment is not in order. It is not germane to | 
any pending amendment, and it proposes to change | 
existing law. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. An amendment passed at | 
the last session of Congress precisely like this. 

The CHAIRMAN. It may have originated 
in the other wing of the Capitol. The rules 
which govern that body are very different from 
our own. 

Mr. LINDSLEY. I respectfully give notice 
that on to-morrow, or some subsequent day, | | 
shall introduce a bill for the purpose of accom- | 
plishing the same object. 

| 
| 


Ninety-seventh amendment: 

For the completion of the custom-house at San Fran- 
cisco, California, including all expenses of filling in, piling, 
sewers, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the extin- | 
guishment Of private claims for the possession of the whole 
or any part thereof, and contingencies incident. thereto, | 
$163,388 09. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. | 


Ninety-eighth amendment: 


Page forty-seven, line one thousand one hundred and 
twenty-nine, stnke out the words ‘‘ for any building 
mentioned in this act,’’? and insert in lieu thereof the words 
** by this act for any custom-house or marine hospital.’’ 

The amendment, as amended, reads: 


Provided, That none of the moneys appropriated by this 
act for any g¢ustom-house or marine hospital shall be used 
or applied for the purposes mentioned, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


Ninety-ninth amendment: 

Line one thousand one hundred and thirty-four, after 
the word “ States,’’ strike out the following: 

** And until the State in which such building is to be | 
completed shall in due form, and in a manner that shall 
bind sach State, release and surrender to the United States 
jurisdiction over the site of such building.’’ 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 

‘The amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundredth amendment: 

Line one thousand one hundred and forty-two, strike 
out the words “ any building,’’? and insertin lieu thereof 
the words ** said buildings.” 

The sentence of the clause, as amended, reads: 

That none of the said moneys appropriated for said 
buildings by this act, &c. 

Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and first amendment: 

Page forty-eight, line one thousand one hundred and 
fifty-six, after the word “mentioned,” strike out the 
words ** in this aet.’? 

The sentence, as amended, reads: 


And the said Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final for the purposes | 


| mentioned, which shall involve an expenditure in any one 
ec! | case beyond the sums appropriated and remaining unex- 
is not in order, as it introduces an original propo- | 


|, amount which covers that as well as it is covered 
| by this appropriation. 





| 


| 
| 
| 


pended for such case. | 


Mr. FULLER. I now renew the amendment 
which I offered before. The amendment which I 
propose 1s, to increase the sum to $46,601 59, pro- 
vided that $3,601 59, appropriated by the act ap- 
proved 30th September, 1850, for repairs and al- 
terations in the custom-house at Castine, in the 
collection district of Penobscot, be incorporated. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If I understand the gentle- | 
man, itappears that there is no call for this appro- | 

riation from the Department, the Department 
haning at this session of Congress asked for an 


We propose $30,000 to 
be appropriated for the annual repairs of this cus- 
tom-house; and it can be applied to this custom- | 
house at Castine as well as to any other; and no | 
doubt it is intended to be in part so sete. 

Mr. FULLER. I am not aware of that fact. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I would gay | 


} 


to the gentleman from Maine that his proviso || 


could come in at the end of the eleven hundred 
and eighty-third line. If placed anywhere else, | 
it will not make sense. | 
Mr. WALSH. | Let us take a vote upon it. 
Mr. FULLER. I accept the suggestion of | 
the gentleman from Georgia. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman could not 


| 
| 


| offer his proviso at the end of the eleven hundred | 


Mr. STEPHENS. To put it in there would 
be to qualify the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr, HAVEN. The gentleman, to accomplish | 
his object, might s@, ‘‘ provided that so much of | 
the sum recommended be appropriated,” &c., as | 


and seventy-eighth line. 


| he desires. 


Mr. FULLER. That is the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As you cannot | 
amend the original text, I would like to know | 
where the proviso comes in? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itcomes in after the words | 
** $43,000.” : 

r. JONES. But there is no place to put ina | 
proviso ther, 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Let us vote upon it, and | 
vote it down. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gen- | 
tleman from Maine that he can accomplish his | 
object by moving to strike out ** $43,000,” and | 
to insert in lieu thereof ‘* $45,600’’—that is, by | 
increasing the Senate amount by the amount | 
which he wishes to have appropriated to his par- | 
ticular purpose. 
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Ugust }, 
Mr. JONES. hat iis not in order. fora. 
is Tt place to put in the revise, Onder, for there 
iy CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it in in 

Mr. JONES. Then you will hav 


, e to 
place for it; for it does not read with ae 


the text, 


The CHAIRMAN. If the text d 
_ well, the Chair is not responsible for it. not read 
Mr. JONES. 


If you put it in there, you diy; 
the sum appropriated, and insert a. se 
neath ae 
Mr. HIBBARD. As I understand it, the m, 
tion of the gentleman from Maine relates to the 
custom-house at Castine; and, if it is in orde, I 
desire to oppose that amendment. I refer gentl 
men of the committee to Executive document No 
3, page 272, where they will find the finance 5 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, [py oe 
report I find that this custom-house at Castine 
aine, was purchased in the year 1852 for ¢x99' 


| An additional site was afterwards purchased of 


| the inhabitants of Hancock county for $400, and 


| do not remember the amount of revenue Which j 
| collected. 


_ in addition to that, $750 have be 








/the sum of $750 has been expended in repairs, 


Another part of the report shows that Only seven 
or eight employees have been engaged there, | 
It is not very much. ’ 
The custom-house, then, cost $1,200 in all, and 


» tha expended for 
repairs, making in all $1,950. And now the gep. 


_ tleman asks for $3,000 to expend in repairing this 
|, custom-house. ta 


When this fact is taken into cop. 
sideration, I should hardly suppose the gentleman 
would ask for this sum to repair a custom-houge 
which originally cost but $1,200. 

[The committee here informally rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, a message was 
received from the President of the United States 
by Mr. Sipney Wesster, his Private Secretary, 
notifying the House that he did on this day ap. 
prove and sign sundry House bills and joint reso- 
lutions, 

A message was also received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Assury Dicxins, their Secretary, inform. 
ing the House that they had passed bills of the 
following titles: 

An act for the relief of Sherman Price; and 

An act to provide for taking charge of the 
Louisville and Portland canal, and to prevent the 
same from falling into bad repair. 

In which heasked the concurrence of the House.} 

The question now being upon Mr, Fotten’s 
amendment, it was taken, and decided in the negs- 
tive. 

So the amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. : 

The question then recurred upon concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate, as amended; and 
being taken, it was decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


One hundred and third amendment: 


Strike out in the proviso to the clause of the bill, making 
an appropriation for the completion of the Richmond cus- 
tom house the words *‘ in due form, and in a manner that 
shall bind said State, release and surrender to the United 
States jurisdiction over the site of such building ; and shall 
ae so as to make it read : 

ovided, That none of the moneys appropriated for this 
building in and by this act, or by any former act, and now 
remaining unexpended, shall be used or applied for the pur- 
poses. mentioned in this act by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, until a valid title to the land for the site of such build- 
ing shall be vésted in the United States, and until! the State 
of Virginia shall duly release and relinquish to the United 
States the right to tax or in any way assess said site, orthe 
property of the United States that may be thereon, during 
the time that the said United States shall be, or remain the 
owner thereof. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a non-concur- 
rence in this amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

One hundred and fourth amendment: 

Strike out in the twelve hundred and eleventh line the 
words ‘in this aet,” so that the clause would read: | 

And the said Secretary of the Treasury shall enter into 
no contract, either conditional or final, for the purpose men- 
tioned, which shall involve an expenditure beyond the sums 
appropriated and remaining unexpended. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence 
in that amendment. ‘ 

The amendment was concurred in. 


One hundred and fifth amendment: 
For buildings for the use of the courts of the United 
States at Pontotoc, Mississippi, $4,900. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The commit- 
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te ¢ Ways and Means recommend a concur- The question was taken; and the amendment || prised, again, that we are not only willing to pur- 
here «> that amendment, with the following | was non-concurred in—ayes forty-eight, noes not | chase this property, but that we also wish to buy 
tment: counted. still another piece. Well, sir, in reply to that, I 
18 in "4g. That said sum shall complete said building; One hundred and ninth amendment: will say that Suppose the gentleman has heard 
k o the sum of 35,000, te the = thereof aa ee be Strike out the words : “* Provided, That before the said of the name of Jesse Hoyt, of New York. He 
fe scary, be, and the a aeomadigtel Gaaketie cemaiene aaah purchase is completed, the State of New York shall cede |, became insolvent, being liable to the Government 
‘ne the secretary ae coomiaiiiae a euitable building a to the United States jurisdiction over said land and prop- || for a large amount; and a mortgare was made by 
read 2 proper sateen j accommodation of the United States erty, and shall by law exonerate the same and the property || him on this other small piece of property, which 
rmanent use and ac ret at Mari Georgia of the United States thereon from all taxes, levies, and prof ahs 
arict court in holding its seestal * : cage coat wa assessments thereon, whilst the same remains the property | '8 NOt worth so much as the other; and we are de- 
wide yhich contract oe he cradle. for the cuca aforecnid. or | Of the United States, $530,000: Provided, however, That | Sirous that, when the ae comes to be sold 
7 c B B - ; : : z 
> in nake : predie That said contract shall be made with no part of this appropriation is to be used until the Secre- | under that mortgage, the Secretary of the Treas- 
And pigeiae. nat cald seid caters a cuttabie Uaila tary of the Treasury has entered into a negotiation with ury may buy it at a price not exceeding the deb 
me « qeient guarantees to secure to saic court a suita bul 7 the lessors of the lot in question to get rid of said lease, y Ly y pric exceeding the debt 
. , for holding said court, —" ee a Pe wna the Ueei i and also has ascertained upon what terms said leasecan be || for which this mortgage was given. 
the 4 at that place, without further charge on the United |) disposed of, and has reported the result of said negotiation A Memser. How much is it for? 
er, | giates- to the next session of Congress,’’ and insert in lieu thereof | Mr. JONES. Itis somewhere about &60 000 
| ‘ o . the following : i : . Pans 
Ne ne apne a. Five igadeoa and thirty thousand dollars, with interest oF 968,000, with a prior hen upon it of $10,000. 
440, 7 . rt } Sa d 8, s es se , 
"a The Senate amendment, as amended, was con thereon at the rate Of six per cent. per annum, from the And if it is sold now under the mortgage, without 
th . snrred if. 15th day of September, 1853, until said purchases shall be authority being vested in the Secretary of the Treas- 
ne, HA Ove hundred and sixth amendment: compels, Exel oat i Sites a Sompe || uy to Bay it & wy be Vought ap fir Oe G19 004, 
eh : ; ay suc ere ereby au- ; ' ‘ , 
300° ror the erection of a building for a boarding station at | thorized to be paid. the Re of the prior lien, and the Government 
{ of pace a Outre, Louisiana, $3,500 : Provided, That no part And the Secretary of the Treasury, at his discretion, is || WOU d not get one cent upon the debt which is now 
7 “aa sum shall be expended until the title to the land || hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the || & lien upon that piece of property. 
~ poted as the site of said building be first secured to the Cone States, me apy adjoining inasetn, winnated on || Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman from Ten- 
rs, reited States. ine street, on which the United States now hold a mort- | n 

United § ; || nessee will allow me a moment of his time, | de- 

i ) gage, as may be s satis same c . . ; : . ? 
% Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and Sorting ctor oF aie tae Same, at @ price notex- || sire to say to the committee in brief, that the 
h Means recommend a non-concurrence in the So that, as amended, it would read : || House is entirely familiar with the merits of the 
1 : 
: amendment. ai For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the || Proposition made by the Senate to strike out. 
and The amendment was non-concurred in. appurtenances and the buildings thereon, belonging the one || The matter was discussed before, when the ap- 
: One hundred and seventh amendment: thereof to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof to || propriation of $530,000 was inserted, and that 
for . 2 the Bank of the State of New York, and particularly re- | supersedes the necessity of the amendment which 
ren. To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, || ferred to and described in two contracts: one with each of || °41 7 ae 
thi forthe use of the United States, the land and buildings | said banks, for the leasing and right to puretvase the same, || We have objected to number seventy-four, and of 
| 18 nereon, constituting the boarding station at the southwest bearing date the 19th of August, 1853, $530,000, with in- || amendment one hundred and forty-two, which the 
‘On- pass of the Mississippi river, $3,500: Provided, That no _ terest thereon at the rate of six per ceut. per annum, Committee of Ways and Means have recom- 
nan part of said sum shall be expended until the title to said || from the 15th day of September, 1853, until said purchases ded to be stricken out 
use and be secured to the t nited States, and the consentof the || shall be completed: Provided, That the same be so com oe = Steer OO. . 

Legislature of the State of Louisiana obtained to the re- || pleted within one year from the day such interest is hereby Then as to the other clause. I believe the gen- 
th ease of said land from taxation or assessment of any Kind. | authorized to be paid. , tleman from Tennessee has sufficiently explained 
sie Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and ; manly as os a ereeesta tt ~ gene yh: why we chose to purchase the other piece of 

7: ‘ : lereby further authorized to purchase, tor 1 use Of the wat 
tes Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- | [ynited States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on || ‘@84- It has no necessary connection with the 
r ~ ment. : Pine street, on which the United States now holds a mort- Mint in any way or shape. There is a mortgage 
yy The amendment was concurred in. gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not ex- | of $10,000 upon it, which is held by some person 
ap . ding ul tof said! e 
, - ceedin ye amount Of sal ien. , . . 
80 One hundred and eighth amendment: e eee, whom we do not know; and then the United States 
; +d : Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee || has got a second mortgage on it for the amount of 
For he construction Of an appraiser’s store on a portion d . | d J 2 H ’s defal ~ % ler G 1 Pie 
i. of the square selected for the custom-house at San Francis- | Tecommend a eoheurnenre in the amendment. || Jesse oyt 8S defaications under General Ja kson. 
io co, Calitornia, including the expense of piling for the foun- Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I am surprised to || The property is worth $40,000; but it may be 
the dation thereof, by Deedes Saat we aoe of | hear my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Jones} ex- || bought up at $10,000, unless the Secretary of the 
the Treasury may deem best $100,000: Provided, Thatthe | yress a willingness to concur in this amendment. || Treasury get authority to bid for it to the amount 
same restrictions regarding the completion of said work "he bill h : ; 7 . ' 

with the sum hereby appropriated, as are contained in this || e bill was bad enough as it passed this House, || of the mortgage we have on it. It will then be 
the act concerning the erection and completion of custom- |] There was a provision inserted in itupon my mo- || our property, and we can sell it or use it in what- 
the houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable thereto. || tion to meet the argument that was then made || ever way we may choose. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The Committee || that, at the amount of rent asked, it was cheaper | Mr. STUART, of Michigan, Do I understand 
e.] of Ways and Means recommend a concurrence || to buy the building than to continue to pay. the || the gentleman from New York as saying that the 
2 in the amendment. rent. A provision was inserted by this Houseto || defalcations of Jesse Hoyt took place under the 
R’s . . ' . - os : x os 
: Mr. LETCHER. They have a custom-house | authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to nego- || administration of General Jackson ? 
al there, and | should like to havesome explanation | tiate and get clear of that lease. The Senatehave || Mr. HAVEN. Yes. 
sad of this amendment. || so amended the bill as not only to strike out this || Mr. STUART. Notatall. It was under Mr. 


Mr. WALSH. There is nosuch thing known || provision of the House to get clear of this enor- || Van Buren. 
in in New York city as an appraiser’s building. The mous contract, but they have added to it by au- || Mr. HAVEN. Well, the House can deter- 





4 room occupied by the appraisers there is not as | thorizing the purchase of still more land there. I || mine about that. I understand that this is the 
large as the clerk’s room here. I shotild like to | hope that the committee will disagree to the Sen- || last of Jesse Hoyt’s securities, except another 
have some explanation of the amendment from |, ate amendment. || small mortgage. He is entirely insolvent; and it 
the committee? I believe in the first instance that the rent was || is a matter of doubt whether we could get five dol- 
Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman | an improvident one, and that the agreement to || larsout of him. We can get nothing except out of 
ing from Virginia speaks of this amendment in con- | purchase predicated upon that first error was an || this piece of property. It seems to me that this 
te nection with the custom-house. We have just | improvident one, and as bad as the bill was when || is a full, though brief explanation. 
ted disagreed to vote $160,000 for a custom-house at before the House. I think theSenateamendment || Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order to move to 
all San Francisco. This is for an appraiser’s building. | makes it still worse. I hope that the committee || strike out the Senate amendment, and to insert 
‘is We are now paying a very large rent, at least a | will disagree to the amendment of the Senate. the House proposition ? 
a. quarter of this amount, for. the use of a building Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As much as the Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is the prop- 
ar. for these appraisers. The Committee of Ways | gentleman from Virginia may be surprised to hear || osition pending. 
as and Means, after some hesitation, agreed to rec- | me express a willingness to concur in this amend- The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman would be 
_ } ommend a concurrence inthe amendment. Ican | ment, he could not be more surprised than | am | in order in moving to strike out the Senate amend- 
ted give no other explanation. to find that he opposes the purchase of this prop- || ment. 
une Mr. WALSH. What is the object of having || erty, under all the circumstances. If it is his ob- Mr. FLORENCE. Then I move to strike it 
ing an appraiser’s building? As I have already said, | ject to get clear of this lease upon the best terms || out. Iwas not surprised at the remark made b 
the | Mr. Chairman, the appraisers in New York city | for the Government, then, in my opinion, the gen- || the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones,] that 
do the whole of their business in a room smaller | tleman can accomplish his object by purehasing || the Committee of Ways and Means recommended 
ee than that occupied by the clerks of this House. | the property according to the proposition made. || a concurrence in this proposition, but I am sur- 
ir There is no such thing known in any city of the || He can do it better in that way than he can by || prised that it has indeed ever been brought again 
country as an appraiser’s building. selling that lease. It has been bier here, over || into this House after the verdicts which have been 
Mr. HAVEN. It isa place where goods are || and over again, that if that lease is to go on for || given against it three or four times by this Housed 
stored to some extent, and where the appraisers | fifteen years, you will have paid more money than |) Tt will be recollected by the committee that when the 
ihe inspect them for the purpose of ascertaining || the purchase money would amount to by some | first proposition ‘for the establishment of an assay 
” whether they are liable to one or other kind of || $295,000. And then, you will have to give up || office in the city of New York was male, and 
en custom. | the property; whereas, if you pay this $530,000 || when an appropriation was made for that par- 
ms Mr. HOUSTON. I will say that, by erecting || now, you will have the use of the property for the | pose, it was eaid that it would cover the whole 
s this building, we shall save the heavy rent which | fifteen years for which it is leased, and for which |expense. That appropriation was $100,000. I 
ee | Weare now forced to pay. In afew years the rent | you have agreed to pay $795,000; and then, at the || do not believe the House of Representatives are 
ce HF Would amount to the present appropriation. We | end of that term, you will own the property, and || now gding to follow the example of Jesse Hoyt 
» own the ground on which it is proposed to erect || can sell it, or dispose of it to the best advantage. || in its action upon this appropriation. It would 
this building. Then, if you wish to get rid of the lease, the best || not surprise me if every particle of property in 
The question then being upon concurring inthe | and most economical way, I think, is, as the fig- || Wall street should be proposed to be bought, be- 
red » Senate amendment, ures demonstrate, to purchase the property under || fore long, for the use of this assay office; for it 
» Mr. LATHAM demanded tellers. || the proposal which you have in this contract. || was said, and prophetically too, when this prop- 
i- © ellers were not ordered. (| The gentleman from Virginia says he is sur- || osition was first submitved, that it looked to the 
* 
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establishment of a Mint of the United States, and 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


not merely for the establishment of an assay of- . 


fice 

Now, let us look to the property, and let us 
Jook to the proposition submitted by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Rospains.] 
told—I do not know, for I have not visited the 
premises—but | am told that the assay establish- 
ment in New York is located in a very narrow 
sireet, standing back from the’main street, ina 
narrow alley leading from the custom-house—l 
state factsas | have heard them—at a place where 
it is hardly protected from fire; and if the estab- 
lishmente around it should take fire, the whole 
would be reduced to a mass of ruins. 
proposition of my colleague proposes to direct— 
and very properly too—that the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall aie early means to make a dispo- 
sition of the property. If it is so valuable, let it 
be sold. 
brought in here, it was said that the city of New 
York would provide a place for the building of 


I am | 


Now, the | 


hen the original proposition was , 


the assay office, or a branch Mint, as it was then | 


said. Well, now, if they are desirous of keep- 


ing thie assay office among them, why dothey not | 


keep their pledge, and present a lot of land to the 
United States? 


The proposition now pending directs the Sec- | 


retary of the Treasury to sell the property, and 


to make an arrangement with the lessees, and re- | 


port the result to the House at the next session 
of Congress. I submit it to the House, and this 


committee, in all fairness and equity, whether we | 


will submit to the attempt to dragoon this House 
into making this enormous and extravagant ap- 
propriation? In the first place, if i is in order, I 
would desire——- 

Mr. PECKHAM, (interrupting.) 
desire to ask the gentleman what extravagant ap- 
propriation he refers to? 

Mr. FLORENCE, The extravagant appro- 
priation of $550,000. 


'| bill itself, or not germane to the particular item 


I merely || 
| sideration. 


Mr. WALKER, (interrupting.) I wish to ad- | 


vert to one remark made by the gentleman; and 
that is in referenne to the liability of this building 
to take fire. Now, the building is most emphati- 
cally fire-proof in allits parts. Itis as thoroughly 
construeted as any building in the United States, 
and as fire-proof as stone, brick, and iron can 
make it. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
roughly fire-proof it is, it is impossible, in case of 
fire, to get access to this building; and further- 


I do not care how tho- 


more, in case of the burning of the surrounding | 


buildings, the walla would tamble down upon it, || 


and crush it into one mass of ruins. 

I do not desire to occupy the time of the com- 
mittee at this late hour of the session, and I trust 
this amendment will not be concurred in. The 


whole question was fairly and freely discussed on | 


a former occasion. 
| Here the hammer fell.] Z 
Mr. HAVEN, 

this amendment, further than has already been 
given. This proposition has no connection with 
the assay office atall. It stands by itself, as a 
single proposition. 
committee to decide is, whether they will allow 
this property, which is worth $45,000, to go, 
rather than pay this prior claim, which will secure 
it to the Government? 

Mr. FULLER. Why did the Committee of 
Ways and Means recommend to strike out the 
proviso at the end of the provision for the assay 
office ? 

Mr. HAVEN. Because the authority of the 
State of New York has been already ced That 
is the only reason, 


not longer discuss it, but come at once to a vote. 


it is a matter of no consequence to the city of | 


New York whether the committee concur or non- 
concur in the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will simply 
make-one remark to the gentleman from Penn- 
sy!vania, (Mr. FLorence,} who also seems sur- 

rised that I should support this amendment. 
Bir, the gentleman may recollect that on a®former 
occasion, when it was proposed to purchase a 
certain marble palace in Cheetnut street, Phila- 
deiphia, that I supported that proposition. 


voted for it because | thought it was right, because | 


the Government needed the building, and because 
it could be obtained upon better terms than they 


Now, sir, | have no more to | 
say upon this subject. I hope the committee will | 


I can give no explanation of | 


she cmap ances. c9r | ne | city of New York lots cannot bring their value, 


| 


, only not get the lot, but will not get anything. 


j 
\ 
i} 
| 
| 
| 
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could obtain any other building that would answer | to the injury of that lien? Is not thet ae 
the purpose equally well. versal practice all over the country ? —— 

Mr. FLORENCE, I withdraw my amend- Mr. BAYLY. That is a question it y, 
ment. . take long to go into. There ae be some ques 


Mr.ZOLLICOFFER. I move the following || on about the legality of it, and I could argue ;;, 
amendment: question with the gentleman, if the Proper Gera. 


And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized | aaa  kichiake ene we be Proper in the 
to purchase a site, and contract for the construction of a || C&8€ als or not, there 18 no occasion for 
custom house at Nashville, Tennessee, to include accom. | the Government going there with authority to ni 
modations for a post-office and United States court room, | up the price of a lot in such a city as New York, 
at a cost not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, and | But I doubt the ropriety, or the legalit ; 
to be paid only out of any net revenues which may arise individ f the thi Ys even, 
out of customs duties to be collected at that port within | 2Mong individuals, o e thing to hich my 

friend refers. 


the next four years. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that that amend-| |.Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Vi, 
ment is not germane to the proposition under con- ap» an : po hine adi ; aon NO FERBON Liven fog 
| sideration. I submit that it is notin order. ne pure sang ced Neen strip of tend. Ido 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is not | DOC Care much about it. If the committee wish to 
strike it out, very well; but let us get along wir; 


in order. : ; 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I had supposed that | the bill. T'think that there are reasons why thig 
amendment would not be decided as germane to | ®™€” mig ne ov as stricken out. ‘Tha; 
any appropriations in this bill; but, sir, I have | property is immediately adjoining the New York 

custom-house. It also adjoins the property for 


seen various amendments offered and received, | hich h dth 
making appropriations for the establishment of | W010? We Dave a lease, an the purchase of whic 
we have authorized by this bill. Gentlemen who 


custom-houses, both in this House and in the have looked into the subject, | presume that | 


Senate. I would now be glad if the committee | Saliaain ted 
would indulge me in a short statement in reference |, ™2Y Venture to say, are compelled to admit, tha, 
the accommodations of the custom-house at New 


to this amendment. : 1 
Mr. HENDRICKS. I rise to a question of York city are not enough for the business thers 
order. 1 want to know whether the amendment | PY one third. You have your custom-house off. 
offered by the gentleman is in order? If it is,1| °®'® crowded, three and halfa dozen in one room 
al ela al ellis, dae ok not large enough to accommodate one half the 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that it] Pumber. I saw these things myself. Even, Mr. 
is not in order, upon the ground that it is not ger- aoe ye neo — a eee to us now, 
mane to the subject under consideration. ve Wes WB ve Cer le Grown business 
|| Mr. ZOLLIGOFFER. Not germane to the of that great city will make it necessary? How 
° long will it be before you will not only need tha 
but other lots? Now you have an opportunity of 
securing this lot under favorable circumstances, 
You have a lien on the property, a second lien to 
be sure; but the property is worth some $45,000, 
| The first lien is only for $8,000 or $10,000. |r 
the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to 
| become a bidder at the sale, he cannot only pro. 
tect the interests of the Government in the collec. 
tion of the debt, but he may purchase under favor. 
able circumstances the property for which he may 
some day or other, if you do not purchase jt 
_ now, be compelled to pay ten times what we may 
| not get it for. 
The question was taken upan Mr. Bartr’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 
The Senate amendment was then concurred in, 


One hundred and tenth amendment: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury shall be authorized to 
| appoint some suitable person to act as inspector of drugs 
and medicines for the port of San Francisco, in the Sine 
of California, at an annual compensation of $3,000, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committe 
recommenda non-concurrence in the amendment, 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


uld 








under consideration ? 


The CHAIRMAN. To the item under con- 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 suppose the amend- 
ment is still open to amendment. I move to 
strike out from the twelve hundred and ninety- 
sixth line to the thirteen hundred and first, inclu- 
sive, as follows: 

And the Seeretary of the Treasury, at his discretion, is 
| hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the 

United States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on 

Pine street, on which the United States now hold a mort- 
| gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, at a price not ex- 
| ceeding the amount of said lien. 

I desire to strike out this provision, because I 
have yet heard no reason advanced to show why we 
should make this appropriation for the purchase of 
| this additional lot. As well satisfied as I have been 
| from the beginning, that the lease and contingent 
purchase of the first lot was improvident, | am 
still more satisfied that this is so. I have heard 
no reason assigned for the purchase of this second 
lot, except that there are two liens upon the prop- 
erty; first, to a private individual, and, secondly, 
to the United States; and it has been said here in 
debate, that unless there is some provision made One hundred and eleventh amendment: 
to enable us to purchase it at the price of the || _ For prosecuting operations on the marine hospital a 
| first lien, it may be bid off for a less price to some || Portland, in the State of Maine, $50,000, 
| private individual, and the Government will not || Mr. JONES of Tennessee. The committe 
| recommend a non-concurrence in that amend meni. 


Now, sir, has it come to this, that in the great|/ jr, MACDONALD. I propose to increase the 
: 7 : | amount $1,000. 
| especially in Wall street, until the Government, | | simply desire to eal the attention of the cou: 
_ by appropriation, is made one of the bidders. | mittee to what appears to me to bea very strange 
| Without questioning the accuracy of the informa- thing in this bill, although I do not know that! 
| tion of the gentleman from New York and others, || am correct in my opinion. It will be noticed in 
be strikes me that there is no necessity for creating || this bill that marine hospitals at various poinis 
a bidder for a lot so near the assay office as this || are provided for, commencing at Cleveland; and 
will be by appropriation, in order to make it bring || jn HHouse document No. 2 you will find that the 
_ its value under the lien which is on it. Secretary of the Treasury recommends appropri- 
Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman will allow || ations for the completion of marine hospitals s 
me, I will say that is a portion of the business for Cleveland, at St. Louis, at Chicago, &c., all of 
which I never asked. 1 have no particular fancy || which are included in this bill. In the same doc 
for one way or the other. If the gentleman and || yment, on page 46, the Secretary recommends 
| the committee think that the interests of thecoun-| appropriations for the completion of the marin¢ 
try may be better protected by letting it go as it || hospitals at Vicksburg, at Portland, and at Ci 
is, | am willing the amendment shall be stricken || cinnati. 
| out. . _ What strikes me as most singular in the bill is, 
| Mr. BAYLY. I do not think that the Gov- |) thatthe proposition to continue the work at Vicks: 
| ernment wants the lot at any price; and I do not burg is authorized anid provided for, or, in other 
| think there is any occasion for this Government || words, they have complied with the recommend: 
| being made a bidder at vendue in order that we may || ation of the Secretary of the Treasury in each 
| make a little money by running the property up. || ticular case, excepting in the city of Portland, 
| [do not think that it is a proper business for this Foemmaas the Committee of Ways and Means 
Government to go into speculation in town lots. | can explain it, but I can hardly understand why 
Mr. PECKHAM. Where a party has a lien || it isso. There are no hospital accommodation 
on property, is it not the general practice to give | east of Boston. At Portland we are exposed 
directions that at the sale it shall not be sacrificed '! the hardships of a severe winter, and if there 4 
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